
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2012.10.30 
DATE: Tuesday October 30, 2012 
LOCATION: The attack took place in the Pacific Ocean at 
Bunkers, a surf spot near the north jetty at the Humboldt Harbor 
Entrance, Eureka, Humboldt County, California, USA.    
40º40.21'N, 124º13.54'W  
 
NAME: Scott Stephens 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 5'7, 135 lb, 25-year-old 
male from Manila, California. He was wearing a 
black wetsuit. 
SURFBOARD: White trifin surfboard with faded 
blue outline around the rails, and black fins. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
WEATHER: Calm, overcast, off shore winds, 
and the air temperature was 60ºF, estimated. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, October 29, 2012 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea surface 
temperature was about 53ºF, with 6 ft surf, and 
underwater visibility was five feet . According to 
the surfer, the accident occurred around high 
tide,  
ENVIRONMENT: The accident took place over 
a sandy seafloor about 50 yards from a deep 
channel or drop off. There was no fishing 
activity, no marine mammals were observed 
and there was no kelp in the area, but the surfer 
reported that he saw large flocks of small birds 
“flying in unison.”   
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 400 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: 20 feet 
TIME: 12h00 
 
NARRATIVE: The surfer had been in the water 1.5 hours when the incident took place. The 
surfer was taken underwater in shark’s mouth where he was shaken violently twice. After 
the surfer punched the shark twice behind its eye, the shark released the surfer and swam 
away towards shore. The surfer was able to get back on surfboard and paddle in to shore 
with the assistance of a wave.  
 
INJURY: The shark bit the surfer’s left torso resulting in large, multiple lacerations. The 
teeth of the upper jaw resulted in four - 12 inch incisions in the surfer’s flank from the top of 
the hip to the arm pit. The teeth of the shark’s lower jaw cut through the surfboard. His 
surgeon, John A. Van Speybroeck, M.D said he sustained seven deep lacerations. The 
wounds resembled scalpel lacerations, he said, only slightly more jagged due to the shark 
pulling and shaking Stephens’ body. The wounds did not reach any vital organs or his 
abdominal cavity. 
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FIRST AID: Fellow surfers applied pressure to the wound. Blake Barr said “We hopped on 
him right away, me and one other guy that happened to be an EMT, hopped on top of him 
and basically used our body weight to hold everything in and make sure he wasn’t bleeding 
too bad.” They loaded the patient into the back of a pickup truck and drove to the hospital.  
Dr. Van Speybroeck said one surfer laid on Stephens, compressing the wounds and 
helping to stop the bleeding. ”I would not have thought of lying on somebody,” Van 
Speybroeck said. “You had to have a lot of pressure. That was very clever of the person to 
do.” 
 
TREATMENT: At St. Joseph Hospital in Eureka, Dr. Van Speybroeck closed the wounds 
with more than 100 staples. The surfer is expected to make a full recovery after surgery. 
 
SPECIES: The attack involved a white shark. The surfer reported that the shark was “four 
feet from tip of nose to beginning of dorsal fin”. 
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