
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2012.08.28 
DATE: Tuesday August 28, 2012 
LOCATION: The accident took place in the Indian Ocean at a surf 
break known as Red Bluff near Quobba Station, 70 kilometres 
north of Carnarvon in Western Australia. Red Bluff is about 1,000 
kilometres north of Perth. 
 
NAME: Jon Hines, known as "Hynsey" to his mates and family. 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 34-year-old male, a resident of Margaret 
River. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 87% of the Moon was 
illuminated. Full Moon, August 31, 2012.  
SEA CONDITIONS: There was a large swell but the sea was also 
described as being rough and choppy.  
ENVIRONMENT: Quobba Station is remote area frequented by 
surfers. The accident occurred at peak tourist season. Beaches in 
the area were closed after the accident. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 150 metres 
TIME: Between 15h25 and 15h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Jon Hines was surfing with his brother, Nathan Hines. 
The two had been in the water for an hour. About 10 people were in the water, some were 
further from shore and others were closer to the beach.   
 
Geoff "Camel" Goulden was just 20 metres away when Hines yelled for help. He said that 
Hines was in the break zone after catching a wave when he was bitten by the shark. "[Mr. 
Hines] was under water coming to the surface, grabbing his board to paddle back out again. 
[The shark] just came and latched on and his surfboard wasn't damaged." Though Mr. 
Goulden did not see the shark, other people did. "They said it was swimming around 
underneath," he said.  
 
Mr. Goulden paddled over quickly to Mr. Hines, telling the injured surfer to hold on to his leg 
so he could tow him to safety. Waves were crashing on to the edge of the sharp reef the 
surfers needed to clamber on to reach shore and other beachgoers rushed down to the 
jagged rocks to help Mr. Hines from the water. "It's a really tricky spot to get in on the reef, 
the waves smash on to it like a cliff edge," said Mr. Goulden. "Three guys came and met me 
and I handed him over. They had to walk along the edge of the reef for about 30m or 40m 
before you can reach the part of the cliff where you can climb up to the mainland," he said. 
Mr. Goulden towed Mr Hines' surfboard into a beach about 200m away, where there was a 
house and an ambulance was called. By the time Mr. Goulden walked back he said 10 or 
more people were carrying the injured surfer to a car. 
 
INJURY: The shark bit the surfer on the abdomen and, as he tried to fend it off, he 
sustained lacerations to his right arm. His abdominal injuries were not believed to be as 
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serious as those to his arm. His injuries were not 
considered life-threatening. 
 
TREATMENT: Police and St John Ambulance 
transported the patient to Carnarvon Hospital, a 
journey of 90 minutes hours on a predominantly 
dirt road. The Royal Flying Doctor Service flew 
from Meekatharra to Carnarvon, then they flew 
the patient to Perth, arriving there about 23h00. 
The patient was admitted to the Royal Perth 
Hospital where he underwent surgery next day. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified. Tiger sharks are "fairly 
prevalent" in the area, as are tropical species, 
and it is not unusual for white sharks to be present that far north, according to Fisheries 
Department regional manager Tony Cappelluti.  
 
SOURCES: Perth Now, August 28, 2012, http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/man-injured-
but-alive-after-shark-attack/story-e6frf7jo- 
 

The West Australian, August 29, 2012,  
http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/a/-/breaking/14692612/unknown-hero-saves-shark-
victim/ 
 

World News Australia, August 29, 2012, 
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/1686939/Shark-attack-victim-in-stable-condition 
 

The West Australian, September 1, 2012,  
http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/a/-/breaking/14725700/shark-hero-shuns-glory/ 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Terry Peake, GSAF 
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