
ACTIVITY: Surf skiing 
CASE: GSAF 2012.06.20 
DATE: Wednesday June 20, 2012 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Indian Ocean at Mullaloo Beach, Western 
Australia. 
 
NAME: Martin Kane  
DESCRIPTION: He is a 62-year-old male, and an experienced Surf Lifesaver. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 07h00, Perth recorded rain showers and visibility of 4.3 miles. The air 
temperature was 46.4°F, dew point 46.4°F, humidity 100%, sea level pressure 30.01 inches, 
and wind direction was NNE at 5.8 mph. Perth was flanked by two storms, but Mullaloo 
Beach is 19 kilometers from the center of Perth, and Kane said it was ”a magical morning on 
the water and beautiful sunrise.” 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, June 20, 2012 
SEA CONDITIONS: At Cottesloe Beach in Perth, the sea surface temperature was 70°F. 
Seas were 1.5/2.5 metres. There was a southwesterly swell, about two metres in height.  
ENVIRONMENT: Dolphins were swimming nearby when the incident occurred. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 150 metres 
TIME: 07h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Mr Kane was paddling with about four others, but was about 50 metres ahead 
of them when his ski was struck with such force that he was thrown into the water. A fellow 
paddler rescued him from the water and put him on the back of another surf-ski. 
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Martin Kane and his surf-ski damaged by a shark at Mullaloo Beach, north of Perth. 
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INJURY: No injury 
 
SPECIES: The shark was said to be about three metres in length. It was speculated that a 
white shark may have been involved. 
 
SOURCES: The Australian, June 20, 2012, http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/nation/
shaken-perth-shark-attack-victim-martin-kane-recovering/story-e6frg6nf-1226403222481 
Perth Now, June 20, 2012, http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/more-news/mullaloo-man-
escapes-shark-attack/story-e6frf7l6-1226402823553 
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Although Kane wasn’t injured, the shark bit his ski. 


