
ACTIVITY: Standing 
CASE: GSAF 2012.06.19 
DATE: Tuesday June 19, 2012 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic Ocean off 
Sixth Avenue North in Myrtle Beach, Horry County, South 
Carolina, USA. 
 
NAME: Matthew Breen  
DESCRIPTION: He is a 16-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The air temperature was 78.5°F, dew point 69°F, humidity 73% and wind 
direction was WSW  at  3.0 mph  
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 0% of the Moon was illuminated.  
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea surface temperature at Springmaid Pier was 78.1°F. 
DEPTH OF WATER: Waist-deep 
TIME: Shortly after 12h00 (The incident was reported to emergency officials about 12h15) 
 
NARRATIVE: "We just got on the beach, he went running in the water and about ten 
seconds into it, he got bit on the foot by a shark," said Robbie Snell of Virginia Beach, 
Virginia. 

"He said his foot was very numb," added Noah Mullinax of Winchester, Virginia. "It was just 
very piercing, like glass, like he has a hole in the bottom and top of his foot." He said they 
got up early, because they were excited to be on the Grand Strand, and then just minutes 
after they got to the beach, they had a friend headed to the hospital. The teenager and his 
friends are in a Virginia-based band that just arrived Tuesday morning for a gig in Myrtle 
Beach, after performing in North Carolina Monday night. The beaches have not been closed. 

INJURY: Foot injured. 
 
TREATMENT: He was transported by EMS to Grand Strand Regional Medical Center with 
minor injuries. 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a stingray, not a shark. 
 
SOURCES: WISTV.com, June 19, 2012; Joel Allen, CarolinaLive.com, June 19, 2012; 
CBS6, June 19, 2012.  
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Clay Creswell 
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