
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2012.05.23 
DATE: Wednesday May 23, 2012 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Atlantic Ocean off Jacksonville, 
Duval County, Florida, USA.  
 
NAME: Chad Renfro  
DESCRIPTION: He is a 22-year-old 
male. He is 6'4" tall, weighs 190 lbs, and 
will be a senior at Barry University in the 
fall. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 14h53, Jacksonville NAS 
recorded a partly cloudy sky and 10-mile 
visibility. The air temperature was 90°F, dew point 62.1°F, humidity 39%, sea level pressure 
29.86 inches and wind direction was SSE at 6.9 mph.  
MOON PHASE: Waxing Crescent, 6% of the Moon was illuminated. New Moon, May 20, 
2012. 
SEA CONDITIONS: A storm coming up from the south made the water rougher than usual. 
TIME: 15h00 
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NARRATIVE: Chad Renfro was paddling back out from taking a wave, his legs dangling in 
the water, when his left foot was bitten. "So I immediately turned and started paddling 
towards the shore as fast as I could," said Renfro. 
 
INJURY: He sustained lacerations to his foot, one of which was more than two inches in 
length. The bite severed a nerve, ripped a tendon and took part of his bone, according to his 
mother.  
 
TREATMENT: Paramedics transported the surfer from around the 9th Avenue South beach 
access to Baptist Medical Center-Beaches for treatment where his injury was repaired with 
85 sutures. He was discharged the following day. 
 
SPECIES: Shark involvement not confirmed, but another surfer said she saw a 4- to 5-foot 
shark circle Renfro’s board twice before he was bitten. 
 
SOURCES: WOKV.com, May 23, 2012, http://www.wokv.com/news/news/local/shark-bites-
jacksonville-beach-surfer/nPCpY/ 
First Coast News, Thursday May 24, 2012, http://beaches.firstcoastnews.com/news/
news/78978-man-bitten-shark-identified 
http://www.actionnewsjax.com/content/topstories/story/Jax-Beach-shark-bite-victim-85-
stitches-to-repair/brUC4xPOpUebygPnVySkeA.cspx 
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