
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2012.03.20 
DATE: Tuesday March 20, 2012 
LOCATION: The accident took place in the Coral Sea at Nobbys Beach, 
Queensland, Australia. 
 
NAME: Billy O’Leary 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 20-year-male, a student at Griffith University. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 6% of the Moon was illuminated. 
New Moon, March 23, 2012. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was murky from recent storms. 
ENVIRONMENT: Noel Kolkka, Tyson’s father, noted “there were a lot of baitfish around.” 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 120 metres 
TIME: 17h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Billy O’Leary was surfing with Tyson Kolkka and he was performing an aerial 
trick known as a ‘floater’ in which the rider stays on the lip of the wave. When he fell he 
thinks he may have landed on the shark. The shark turned around and bit him. 
 
The surfer yelled for help to a few people walking on the shore but they were wearing iPods 
and couldn’t hear him. 
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Billy O’Leary 



INJURY: The surfer sustained two deep 10 cm lacerations to his left calf, including one to 
his Achilles tendon. One source reports that the surfer sustained a 30 cm gash to left calf.) 
 
TREATMENT: Lifeguards came to Billy’s aid on the beach and paramedics soon also 
arrived on the scene. His friend's father Noel Kolkka was cooking dinner at his beachfront 
home, where Billy lives, when he heard the lifeguard yell "shark". "At first I didn't realise Billy 
had been bitten," he told the Courier Mail. "I just ran down the beach and I saw Billy lying on 
the sand. The lifeguards had got to him fairly quickly and were binding up all of his wounds 
and stopping the blood flow." The surfer was taken by ambulance to Gold Coast Hospital. 
 
SPECIES: It was thought the accident involved a small bull shark. 
 
SOURCES: Courier Mail, March 20, 2012, http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/
queensland/shark-attack-at-mermaid-beach/story-e6freoof-1226305554183 
 

ABC Gold Coast, July 6, 2012, http://www.abc.net.au/local/stories/2012/07/06/3540433.htm 
 
NOTE: According to the media, Billy and Tyson were surfing at dusk in murky water 
teeming with bait fish when Billy wiped out in the middle of the school of bait fish and was 
bitten by a shark. Bait fish usually attract larger predators, and when people see them 
starting to school they should leave the water, especially surfers, according to Trevor Long. 
"If [the sharks] see something fleeing that's what creates interest, and if you see a surf 
board going along the wave that can create an interest." If the surfer wiped out and actually 
landed on the shark, this is a provoked accident. 
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Ambulance crew attend Billy at Nobbys Beach 


