
ACTIVITY: Diving 
CASE: GSAF 2012.03.06.a 
DATE: Tuesday March 6, 2012 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Shipwreck Cove exhibit of the Melbourne 
Aquarium, Corner King & Flinders Streets, Melbourne 3000, Victoria, Australia. The 
Aquarium is situated on the Yarra River, opposite Crown Entertainment Complex. 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: She is a 34-year-old female. 
 
BACKGROUND 
TIME: Just after 11h30 
 
NARRATIVE: The woman was bitten during a routine dive feed. 
 
INJURY: Kelly Mercer, Ambulance Victoria Paramedic, said the woman sustained 
lacerations to the right side of her face near her mouth. The lacerations were apparently 
superficial. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The woman was given first aid at the Aquarium, then 
transported to St. Vincent’s Hospital for treatment. 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a tawny nurse shark, 40 cm in length. 
 

Shipwreck Cove, Melbourne Aquarium 
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Shark attack: aquarium worker bitten on face 
 

A diver has been bitten in the face by a shark at the Melbourne Aquarium. 
 
The woman was taken to the St Vincent's Hospital with a cut to her face after the attack just after 
11.30am, an Ambulance Victoria spokesman said. She was in a stable condition. 
 
Melbourne Aquarium general manager Mark Manteit said the woman was bitten by a small shark 
during a routine dive feed. "The diver was bitten by one of our smaller 40-centimetre tawny nurse 
sharks, in the Shipwreck Cove exhibit," he said. 
 
The woman was given first aid before paramedics arrived. 
 
"The tawny nurse sharks does not have sharp teeth, they have small plates on the top and bottom 
of their mouth which they use to feed on small prey," Mr Manteit said. 
 
Mr Manteit said such incidents were to be expected from time to time at an aquarium. Last May, an 
aquarium worker was taken to hospital after being stung by a stingray.The female diver, 37, was 
taken to hospital where the stingray's barb was removed from her right hand. 
 
SOURCE: The Age, http://www.theage.com.au/environment/conservation/shark-attack-aquarium-
worker-bitten-on-face-20120306-1uh3x.html#ixzz1oNfWAjzK  

 

Feeding shark bites diver at aquarium 
 

A Melbourne Aquarium diver was injured when a shark bit her face during feeding time. 
 
The woman, in her 30s, suffered at least three lacerations to the right side of her mouth yesterday 
at an exhibit that is home to dozens of sharks. 
 
"She's lucky it wasn't on her nose or her eyes or lips," a paramedic said. 
 
The diver was taken to hospital in a stable condition after being treated. Melbourne Aquarium said 
the woman had suffered a "superficial facial wound" from a 40cm tawny nurse shark that did not 
have sharp teeth. 
 
Last year, two divers were stabbed by stingray barbs. A 37-year-old woman's right hand was 
struck by a barb in May while four months later a man was stung while accidentally kneeling on 
one of the animals. 
 
The aquarium promotes itself as an approved operator for interactive shark dives and walks with 
feeding times occurring at least twice a day. 
 
"Experience the ultimate adrenaline rush of coming face-to-face with a shark, one of the most 
feared creatures of the deep," the aquarium website says. 
 
SOURCE: New Zealand Herald, Wednesday March 7, 2012, http://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/
news/article.cfm?c_id=2&objectid=10790242  
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The tawny nurse shark (Nebrius ferrugineus) is a species of carpet shark in 
the family Ginglymostomatidae, and the extant member of the genus 
Nebrius. It is found widely along coastlines in the Indian and Pacific Oceans, 
preferring reefs, sandy flats and seagrass bets from the shallows to a depth 
of 230 feet.  
 
Although similar in appearance to the nurse shark (Ginglymostoma cirratum) 
of the Americas, it can be  distinguished by its pointed-tipped dorsal fins and 
narrow, sickle-shaped pectoral fins. The maximum recorded length is 
10.5 feet. 
 
A nocturnal shark, it tends to spend the day resting in piles of two dozen or 
more individuals inside caves or under ledges. At night, it is an active-
swimming predator that uses a powerful suction force to extract prey from 
crevices. Its diet consists primarily of octopus, though it also takes other 
invertebrates, small bony fishes and rarely sea snakes.   
 
Compared to the nurse shark, the tawny nurse shark has a more placid 
disposition and will often allow divers to touch and play with it. However, it 
should be accorded respect due to its powerful jaws. It is known for its habit 
of spitting water in the faces of its captors.  
 
The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has assessed 
the tawny nurse shark as Vulnerable, with subpopulations in several areas 
already diminished or extirpated. 


