
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2011.12.26.R 
DATE: Reported December 26, 2011. The accident happened “earlier in the week”. 
LOCATION: Fort James Beach, Antigua. 
 
NAME: Veron Edwards 
 
BACKGROUND 
TIME: “Early morning” 
 
NARRATIVE: Edwards was swimming when he felt a tug at his right hand. He reacted 
quickly, then realised he had been bitten on the hand and wrist. 
 
INJURY: The wounds are said to be serious and required stitches. 
 
TREATMENT: As of Monday December 26, 2011, he was still in the hospital, but was 
expected to be released by weekend. 
 
 

Fort James Beach, Antigua 
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Price Reacts to Possible Shark Attack. 
 

Antigua St John's - Communications Officer and past president of the Antigua and Barbuda 
Fishermen’s Corporation Gerald Price said news of a shark attack during an early morning swim at 
Fort James beach is unusual in Antigua. 
 
Veron Edwards senior said although he is still feeling some pain, he is "coming on" gradually since 
the incident earlier this week. “It happens so quickly I can’t even explain," Edwards said. "But all I 
know I felt this thing, then I realised what had happened. All I can say is, thank God I’m still alive." 
 
He is still receiving treatment at the hospital, but was expected to be released by weekend. 
 
Reports indicate that Edwards was taking a swim at Fort James when he felt a tug at his right hand. 
He reacted quickly, then realised he had been bitten on the hand and wrist. 
 
This has raised concern among early morning beachgoers, as many use the beach during the early 
morning hours to do swimming and other exercises to start the day. The wounds are said to be 
serious and required stitches. 
 
Price noted, "I don’t want to scare people away from our beaches at this time, but if we are certain 
that there was a shark, we have to watch and be careful." 

He added, "It’s the first time that I’ve heard of it, of a shark attacking anyone here. A lot of sharks 
are in our waters, people catch them with nets, shark barrel, and even on line.  
 
Short Shirt had once told me that he has seen several sharks in the Fort James area. There was 
one incident in Barbuda, but when it was investigated it was discovered that it was a barracuda that 
had bitten a child. But never have I heard until now about a shark attacking someone, so we have 
just have to be on watchful and mindful of our surroundings.” 
 
Price was asked to comment on the theory that sharks come closer to shore during the cooler 
weather periods. He said, "I’ve never heard that one. What I’ve heard though is that when the 
cruise ships are sailing through our waters and food is thrown overboard, the sharks tend to follow 
the cruise ships. That’s what I’ve heard, rather than the weather. And a lot of cruise ships have 
been coming into Antigua, so it is believed the sharks follow these ships into the harbor.” 
 
Price however noted that the fin of the shark should not be mistaken with those of a porpoise or 
dolphin. 
 
Fort James is one of the most popularly used beaches where life guards are usually posted. 
 
SOURCE: D. Francis, Caribarena, Monday December 26, 2011, 
http://www.caribarena.com/antigua/environment/environment/99268-price-reacts-to-possible-shark-
attack.html 
 
Comments: 
 Eli » 2011-12-26 05:39 --- A man was bitten on the hand while in the water. Shark? How can 
anyone be sure. Either way, during the winter when there is terrible ground swell the waters in that 
area get very cloudy. visibility is usually less than 12 inches close to shore. I imagine that whatever 
bit him had no idea that it was a human that they were biting and released immediately upon 
realizing that it wasn't indeed a fish. Whatever bit him also couldn't have been very large since he 
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seems to have all his fingers and his hand. Scary and not fun at all, but no need to worry in my 
opinion. There was a bad attack on Dutchmans Bay about 18 years ago. There was a group of little 
boys who had come to the beach for the day and they were jumping off a little boat we had 
anchored close to the shore. All of a sudden one of them came screaming out of the water. He 
ended up getting 17 stitches to his arm. We had seen a small barracuda under the boat a few times 
over the past week and this time (in clear water) it bit someone. We used a small live fish and 
caught the barri later that day. Strange but true as I saw it all happen. I tell the story to say that bite 
in this incident could have been anything. 
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