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ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2011.12.07.a 
DATE: Wednesday, December 7, 2011  
LOCATION: Maroubra is an eastern suburb of Sydney, New South 
Wales, Australia. 
 
NAME: Ronald Streater-Mason 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 14-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 89% of the Moon was illuminated.  
ENVIRONMENT: Maroubra Beach lies between two sandstone headlands. The beach, 
known for its consistently great waves, is located 10 km south of the Sydney’s business 
district. It is serviced by two surf life saving clubs, and is patrolled all year by lifeguards. 
Volunteer lifesavers patrol the beach on weekends and school holidays.  
TIME: Evening 
 
NARRATIVE: Ronald Streater-Mason celebrated the end of the school year by going for a 
surf with his mates at Maroubra beach. He had been in the water for an hour. As he was 
getting back on his board to catch a final wave, a shark grabbed his left leg and pulled him 
into the water. He managed to kick the shark off with his right foot, then the shark snapped at  
the surfer’s feet and legs before swimming away. Ronald paddled back out to warn the other 
surfers. He eventually paddled onto rocks and walked 400 metres to where his father was 
waiting for him in the car.   
 
INJURY: Minor injuries to lower left leg. He also sustained injuries to his right foot during his 
attempts to force the shark to let go.  

TREATMENT: The teen’s father rushed him to the Sydney Children’s Hospital, Randwick 
where his wounds were cleaned and stitched, then later in the week he had skin grafts on his 
legs and feet. 

SPECIES: Shark expert Dr. Vic Peddemores recovered a tooth of a wobbegong shark from 
Ronald’s wetsuit. 
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