
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE:  GSAF 2011.12.05 
DATE: Monday December 5, 2011 
LOCATION: Bushy Islet, three nautical miles east of Cape York, Queensland, Australia. 
 
NAME: Dave Fordson 
DESCRIPTION: He was a male 
 
NARRATIVE: His dive buddy reported him missing when he failed to return to their moored 
boat at 12h30. An air-sea search found some of his equipment and his body was found 
early the next day by the Water Police. 
 
INJURY: Fatal, but it was not known if the diver was taken by a crocodile or shark. 
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Partner's grief as Cairns diver Dave Fordson taken by crocodile or shark off Cape York 
DAVE Fordson was a lover of the great outdoors - in his element when he headed out to sea. 

Please leave your messages of condolence. 
 
But the Cairns adventurer is believed to have 
been killed by a crocodile or shark, as he was 
spear fishing off Cape York on Monday. 
 
Yesterday, his partner paid tribute to "the 
happy, jovial person" she loved and just 
wanted home. 
 
Earlier, Thursday Island police confirmed a 
body found off the northern beaches of Bushy 
Islet, about three nautical miles off the east 
coast of Cape York, was that of the 49-year-
old. 
 
The experienced diver was reported missing 
on Monday afternoon, after his dive buddy 
returned to their moored boat about 12.30pm 
to discover his friend had not come out of the 
water. An initial air and sea search around the 
Cairncross Island group found some of his 
equipment.  
 
His body was found soon after Water Police 
resumed the search in the early hours of 
yesterday morning. 
 
Mr Fordson had lived at Edge Hill for about 20 
years with his partner Stacie Boccalatte, with 
whom he has a 17-year-old son, Alex. 
 
Ms Boccalatte said yesterday that her partner had headed off on the trip on Friday night, on his 
way to the Torres Strait for work with a mate. 
 
Ms Boccalatte described him as a happy and jovial person, who was laid back in his approach to 
life and liked an outdoorsy, "no shoes" lifestyle. "He loved the ocean and had been a diver for a 
long time, he was very experienced and it was his passion – he just loved it," she said. "I just love 
him and miss him and want him to come home." 
 
Cairns District Duty Officer Sen-Sgt Peter Banaghan said police were not treating Mr Fordson's 
death as suspicious, although a post-mortem examination would be carried out in Cairns. "There 
are indications that he may have been injured by a marine animal, either a reef shark or a 
crocodile," Sen-Sgt Banaghan said yesterday. 
 
SOURCE: Heather Beck, Wednesday, December 7, 2011,  
http://www.cairns.com.au/article/2011/12/07/195171_local-news.html 

Cairns diver Dave Fordson is believed to have 
been killed by a crocodile or shark while spear 

fishing off the coast of Cape York.  
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