
ACTIVITY: Kayaking / Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 2011.11.22 
DATE: Tuesday November 22, 2011 
LOCATION: The accident took place in the Pacific Ocean near Pigeon Point, San Mateo 
County, California, USA. 
 
NAME: Harry Pali 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 6'2" tall, 235 lb male. 
KAYAK: A grey Hobie Outback Kayak 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The air temperature was about 60ºF. There was a south wind, approximately 
10-15 mph.  
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 9% of the Moon was illuminated. New Moon, November 
24, 2011. 
SEA CONDITIONS: There was a two- to three-foot north swell, and the surface was “wind 
chop and lumpy.” The sea temperature was 54ºF on the fish finder, and underwater visibility 
was six to eight feet. 
ENVIRONMENT: The sea floor was rocky with “lots of structure”, but there was no channel 
in the vicinity and no kelp beds were present. No unusual bird or fish activity was observed. 
The kayakers saw two seals in a cove south of lighthouse before launching. Harry noted a 
seal in the area of the incident after he returned to shore.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: <1/4 mile  
DEPTH: 20 to 25 feet 
TIME: 11h30 
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NARRATIVE:  Harry Pali and Ted Akizuki were fishing north of the lighthouse. The two 
men were parallel to the big island and drifting north. They had been in the water about 90 
minutes and had caught two black rockfish, Sebastes melanops. They were by the big rock 
island across from the launch site and facing shoreward when Harry’s kayak was hit by the 
shark.  
 
“I thought I got hit by a boat, but the impact felt like being hit by a car,” he said. “The 
impact/bite was directly under my seat (approx. mid ship). The impact was hard enough to 
send me airborne and flip my Outback...and I am 6'2" and weigh 235 lbs. I can't explain the 
sheer panic and fear I felt at that very moment. I landed in the water and have never 
scurried so quickly to get back to the kayak that was still upside down.  
 
“Ted witnessed the shark's re-entry into the water and saw the last half of the shark's body. 
So apparently, the shark had enough velocity to go airborne. Ted came over to assist and 
calm me down, but I was still in panic mode. And, all I wanted to do was get out of there. 
Ted came along side and I grabbed the handle on the back side of his kayak and he started 
to paddle us in. Because my kayak was still upside down it created a drift sock effect and 
along with the conditions it made it almost impossible to gain any ground. Ted had his 
hands full trying to get us in. The decision was made that I would have to go back into the 
water and right the kayak. It took a long time before I finally went back into the water fearing 
Great White may be lurking.  
 
“Once we righted the kayak we headed for shore. But because of the punctures, my kayak 
was slowly being swamped which made it difficult to maneuver. I had to use my paddle as 
outriggers to keep the kayak from flipping again. I just wanted to literally run across the 
water to get to the beach!"  
 
INJURY: The kayaker was not injured by the shark. 
 
DAMAGE TO KAYAK: The bite on Harry’s kayak was 16" (width) x 23" (vertical) and the 
shark’s teeth went completely through the hull in six places. 
 
SPECIES: A white shark, 
estimated to be 15- to 16-feet in 

Pigeon Point 
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