
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2011.10.20 
DATE: Thursday October 20, 
2011 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in the Pacific Ocean at 
South Beach, Newport, Lincoln 
County, Oregon, USA. 
 
NAME: Bobby Gumm 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 41-
year-old male, a chef at Bay 839 
Restaurant in Newport. Gumm 
was born in Hawaii, is married 
and the father of five children. 
SURFBOARD: A 6'2" white trifin 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 11h55, Newport Airport recorded clear skies and 10-mile visibility. The air 
temperature was 59°F, dew point 50°F, humidity 72%, sea level pressure 30.12 inches, and 
wind direction was NNW at 6.9 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter 
SEA CONDITIONS: Surf was about head high, with glassy conditions. The tide was 
outgoing (~2hrs before mean low tide), the water temperature was about 58ºF, and visibility 
was approximate 10 feet. 
ENVIRONMENT: There had been a few sea lions around all morning: playing, riding waves, 
checking surfers out, etc.  They exhibited no visible signs of distress. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 100 to 120 feet 
DEPTH OF WATER: 9 to 12 feet 
TIME: Between 11h45 and 12h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Bobby Gumm was surfing with three friends for about 40 minutes. Surfer Ron 
Clifford who was nearby said, “I thought I heard Bobby yell for help and I turned to look. The 
water was roiling like piranhas were attacking, and suddenly he and his board were lifted 
ten feet into the air.” The shark bit off 23 inches of the surfer’s board, then swam away. It 
took Gumm 10 minutes to paddle to shore. 
 
Dale Hubbard and two surfers were sitting atop a sandbar break about 100 metres north of 
Gumm (but not certain if it was before or after Gumm’s board was bitten. Hubbard said: 
“I was paddling back out towards the break when I observed a very large dark shadow 
approx 6m in front of me with an unusual wake behind it. Picture if you will alternating 
‘slicks’ or ‘boils’ propagating along an invisible axial line, heading north towards the Newport 
South Jetty. I never saw a dorsal or caudal fin tip. Due to my perspective (20' away, lying 
down) I can not accurately estimate the size of the object I saw. I'm rather certain it was not 
a sea lion, though.I tried to put it out of mind and caught a couple more waves.  
The onshore wind had begun to come up, so I caught a wave in. That's when I noticed other 
surfers doing what looked like the YMCA dance on the beach, waving the rest of us in from 
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the lineup and hollering, "shaaaaarrrk!" 
 
INJURY: The surfer was not injured by the shark. 
 
SPECIES: According to witnesses, the incident 
involved a white shark about 15 feet in length. The 
width of the shark’s bite was 143/8 inches. No tooth 
fragments were recovered from the surfboard. 
 
NOTE: The behavior of the shark and force of the bite 
suggests this was a predatory attack. It is thought that 
when the shark determined the surfboard was not a 
prey item, it broke off the attack.  
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier  
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