
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing / Free diving 
CASE: GSAF 2011.09.24.b 
DATE: Saturday September 24, 2011 
LOCATION: The accident took place in the Gulf of Mexico, off Santa Maria Island, Mantee 
County, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Charles John (CJ) Wickersham 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 21-year old male from Longboat Key, Florida. He is 6'2" tall, weighs 
230 lbs and was wearing a blue Columbia bathing suit (thin) and a white T-shirt, black face 
mask and black swim fins. His speargun is a Riffe Euro 100x, teak, 54" in length, 
manufactured by Riffe. He had no injuries prior to the accident. 
SUPPORT BOAT: A 25-foot Durado with a yellow hull. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was sunny and the air temperature was 86ºF. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 11% of the Moon was illuminated. New Moon, 
September 27, 2011. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was calm and the water was green with 15-foot estimated 
visibility. The sea surface temperature was approximately 88ºF and no channel was 
present. 
ENVIRONMENT: Two hogfish had been shot and placed in the boat. The accident took 
place on a rock ledge. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Six miles 
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DEPTH OF WATER: 40 feet.  
TIME: 15h00 
 
NARRATIVE: “It was a calm, clear day so Connor Bystrom, Katie 
Mattas, Max Gazzo, Oceanna Beard, Lee White, Keira Dunn and I 
decided it would be a good day to go spearfishing. We met at the 
dock at 10:30 and loaded up the boat with all of our dive gear and 
the other essentials we needed for the day. We headed out of 
Bimini Bay and stopped at the Rod & Reel Pier (875 North Shore 
Drive at Anna Maria Island's northern tip) to catch some bait in 
case we wanted to do some fishing when we got tired of diving. 
After loading the well with bait we were on our way offshore to start 
the day of diving and fishing.  
 
“We went to a few ledges that were three to six miles off Bean Point. We went to the first 
spot a couple of miles offshore and shot some hogfish. The visibility was only 10 to 15 feet 
and we were in 30 to 40 feet of water. We moved a little south to see if the visibility was any 
better.  
 
“We went to a ledge we have saved on the GPS that is six miles off Bean Point. The ledge 
looked good on the depth finder so we decided to anchor the boat and do some more 
diving. The depth was around 40 feet. Connor, Max, Lee and I put our gear on, grabbed our 
spearguns and went into the water to see if we could find any decent size fish. Connor and 
Lee were the first to go and get some nice-sized hogfish. Then Max and I headed to the 
bottom to spear some more, which we did. We stayed at that spot for about 45 minutes to 
an hour, and then decided to take a break for a little while.  
 
“After taking about a 15 minute break, Lee and I went back into the water. We both dove to 
the bottom to see if we could get some more hogs. Lee headed back to the surface 
because he did not see much while I shot one more hogfish. As I got up to the surface, Lee 
was getting back into the boat so I swam over and handed them my hog fish for them to put 
in the cooler. Then, I headed back down to the bottom to get another fish. I did not see 
much but a little mangrove snapper that I shot at and missed, so I proceeded back up to the 
surface to catch my breath.  
 
“As I was floating in the water, catching my breath, I felt something strike my leg. At first I 
thought it was one of my buddies trying to catch their breath and hit my leg, but then I put 
my head underwater and looked down and saw the shark on my leg. The fist thing I thought 
was to let go of my gun and punch it in the nose, so that is exactly what I did. As I punched 
the shark with both fists in the nose, the shark let go of my leg. Then I reached down to see 
what happened to my leg and I felt a huge flap and I could touch my femur, there was a 
huge pool of blood around me. I lifted my head out of the water and first yelled “shark!” 
followed by “Oh my God, I got bit by a shark!” After that I remember Connor jumping in and 
swimming over to me yelling back to the boat for them to get a tourniquet as Max backed 
the boat down towards us. 
 
“Connor swam me toward the side of the boat where Lee and Max grabbed my arms and 
pulled me in. When they got me on the boat they tied a tourniquet on my leg to stop the 
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Hogfish  
Lachnolaimus maximus. 



bleeding. As they were tying it on my leg, Kiera got on the phone 
and called 911. Connor held my leg up in the air while Lee held my 
head so it did not get beat up on the ride in. Then, Max started the 
boat and went full speed to the Rod & Reel pier where we met the 
paramedics. The whole ride back they kept talking to me to make 
sure I was still conscious. I kept telling them I was, but my hands 
and feet were tingling from all the blood I had lost. 
 
“The next thing I felt was the boat hitting the bottom at the pier 
where the EMTs came out and saw my wound and called for Bay 
Flight. They brought a stretcher down and put me on it from the 
side of the boat and carried me back up to the ambulance, then 
drove me to the Anna Maria Island Community Center where the 
Bay Flight was waiting. Right when we got to the community center 
they unloaded me off of the ambulance and put me straight on the 
helicopter which headed for the Bayfront Medical Center. They 
wheeled me into the surgery room and gave me five to six units of 
blood, then put me right into emergency surgery.” 
 
TREATMENT: Paramedics and deputies treated the injury to 
Wickersham's left thigh while awaiting the helicopter. He was 
airlifted to Bayfront Medical Center in St. Petersburg where his 
injury was repaired by critical care surgeon Dr. Jeffrey L. Johnson 
(701 6th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33701-4891. (727) 823-
1234). 
 
INJURY: He sustained a crescent-shaped avulsion approximately 
15 inches long to his anterior left thigh with deep puncture wounds to his medial thigh. 
Some tissue was lost. 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a bull shark, C. leucas, nine to ten feet in length. 
 
REPORTED BY: Ella Wickersham 
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