
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2011.09.17 
DATE: Saturday September 17, 2011 
LOCATION: The accident took place in 
the Indian Ocean near Mama Ngina 
Drive, Mombasa, Kenya. 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 16– or 17-
year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 79% of the Moon was illuminated. Full Moon, September 
12, 2011. 
ENVIRONMENT: Area residents blame dumping of sewage. 
TIME: Evening 
 
INJURY: Fatal. Right leg severed mid-thigh. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Instead of taking the boy to one of three hospitals nearby, he 
was taken across town to Coast General Hospital. According to an interview, the boy was 
turned away from a hospital (unclear if the report referred to Coast General or another 
hospital) due to an inability to pay for treatment. In a video posted on youtube (http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyrAoB9L44c) which was taken in the hospital, the boy is 
breathing and on O2, but does not appear to be receiving a transfusion or any blood 
expander or replacement. He died two hours after arriving at the hospital.  
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Man dies after attack by shark at Mama Ngina drive in Kenya 
 
IT was a tragic weekend in Mombasa when a youth was attacked by a bull shark while swimming 
in the Indian Ocean at Mama Ngina public beach. The unidentified youth had his right leg 
completely ripped off while the left leg was partly dangling after the Saturday evening incident 
which shocked many residents. The spot of the attack is within the Likoni crossing channel. 
 
A witness, Ibrahim Mohammed said he heard loud screams from the man when he got attacked. 
The screams forced those who were near to rush and pull him out to the shores and rush him to 
hospital. The victim, believed to be less than 25-year- old, died three hours later due to excessive 
bleeding. 
 
The good Samaritans who rescued and took him to hospital blamed the Coast Provincial General 
Hospital for delaying to save his life. Fishermen from Old Town who were interviewed said 
Sharks are usually found in the deep sea, but occasionally come near the shores especially 
when following ships and other cargo vessels for food that may be thrown into the sea. 
 
A Mr Bakari Karisa, who is one of the fishermen added that due to climate change, the sharks 
are moving close to the shores. “During this season, the sea is quite cold and temperatures 
generally low, forcing the sharks to come close to the shores, looking for the smaller fish,” he 
said. He said the fish are commonly found in coral reefs and other stones near the shore. 
 
The Coast police boss Aggrey Adoli however cautioned residents against swimming deep in the 
Indian Ocean. “It is just an unfortunate incident and very sad. We urge all residents to be careful 
when swimming,” he said. According to International Sahrk Attack File, a global monitoring for 
shark attacks, every year round 60 sharks attacks are reported worldwide, although death is 
quite unusual. Reasons for attack are many and include predation. 
 
SOURCE: Maureen Mudi, The Star, September 19, 2011  

 
A 16-year-old boy whose leg had been bitten off by a shark, has died at the Coast General 
Hospital. The boy was swimming at the shores of the Indian Ocean, near Mama Ngina Drive, 
when the sea beast attacked him. Area residents are now blaming the hospital for negligence 
that led to the boy’s death. 
 
SOURCE: NTVKenya, September 18, 2011, http://www.ntv.co.ke; http://sharkyear.com/2011/
boy-dies-after-shark-attack.html 
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SHARK ATTACK DEATH: 7 QUESTIONS WE SHOULD ASK. 
 

This is the picture of the 17 year old boy who died in 
Mombasa last weekend the 17th September after a 
ravenous shark attacked him as he swam along 
Mombasa’s Mama Ngina Drive. 
 
This is the last picture taken of this young boy alive. 
He died minutes later. 
 
Fact: He Died as a result of his injuries from a shark 
attack. 
Fact: He Swam to shore after the attack, minus one limb bitten off by the hungry shark with it’s 
baby in tow. 
 
Ujinga unaanzia hapa. 
7 questions need to be asked about our immediate response following the shark attack and as 
the poor boy lay on the Coral beachside panting his last breath. 
7 questions directed at the men and women in charge of our emergency responses. 
7 questions directed to the men and women of the Coast Provincuial General Hospital. 
10 questions directed to the men, women and all the Wadakus, who were first at the scene and 
yet could only gawk and point fingers like Mother-In-Law. 

Is The Kenya Ports Authority and/or the Kenya Maritime Authority aware of the presence of ship 
tailing Sharks? Are they aware that when particular meat carrying ships are at the port so do the 
number of sharks around the port? 

If yes, what measure have they placed to make the deceased aware of the danger of swimming 
at the area? 

How much is a small signage along the Mama Ngina beach front warning people NOT to swim? 

WHY was the boy taken all the way to COAST GENERAL HOSPITAL, over 5 kilometres 
away through midday TRAFFIC  and not the nearest hospitals WITHIN 1 KILOMETRE OF 
Mama Ngina Drive, Pandya Hospital, Mombasa Hospital or Aga Khan? 

If He were a RICH man or a Mzungu, would he had been rushed to Coast General Hospital and 
NOT Aga Khan, Pandya or Mombasa Hospitals? 

With Mama Ngina Drive being a dangerous area with a history of Accidents by the Ocean….why 
isn’t there a PERMANENT First Aid Unit there? 

Why DID THE Coast Provincial Hospital leave the patient lying awaiting treatment at the 
emergency wing of the hospital for OVER 20 minutes????? 

 
This is sheer incompetence, this is MURDER. 
 
THIS IS A NATIONAL SHAME. 
 
SOURCE: September 20, 2011 by mombasa411 
http://mombasa411.wordpress.com/2011/09/20/shark-attack-death-7-questions-we-should-ask/ 
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MOMBASA SHARK ATTACK: MEDIA RESPONSIBILITY AND MEDICAL CARE 

 
 It was the horrific, tragic and terrifying reality so brilliantly depicted in fictional form by the 1976 
classic spine-chilling film Jaws. Last weekend bystanders on Mama Ngina public beach in 
Mombasa heard the screams of a young man who had been swimming nearby. His thrashing 
panic was the result of an attack by a Bull shark, an attack that left his right leg all but ripped off. 
Some of the brave bystanders rushed into the water and pulled the young man to the shore. The 
shark attack victim (his name is unknown) was rushed to the Coast Provincial General Hospital 
where sadly he died some three hours later. 
 
Media reports of this awful incident and the events themselves that led up to the young man’s 
death, are somewhat confused (The Star, for example, said he was ‘believed to be less than 25-
years-old’, while other reports place his age at 16 or 17 years-old) but of what we do know, both 
give rise to serious concerns and questions that need answers. 
 
First, let us consider the role of the media in this instance. 
The attack was reported on page 11 of The Star last Monday (19th September). Under the headline 
‘Man dies after attack by a shark at Mama Ngina drive’ was a large colour photograph accredited 
to an Elkana Jacob of the unfortunate victim laying on a hospital bed, his face covered by an 
oxygen mask, his outstretched left arm connected to numerous tubes. Wires connected to his 
body were linked into a nearby monitor. Virtually the same scene was shown on NTV. 
 
Consider this. The young man would have suffered a massive loss of blood and he would have 
been suffering too from severe shock as (hopefully, but see below) medical staff at the Coast 
Provincial General Hospital battled to save his life: so what was a photographer doing being 
allowed entry to the patient’s bedside in such circumstances to take a flash photograph, quite 
possibly adding to the shock? The photographer concerned, The Star and the hospital should 
answer this question. 
 
Second, let us consider the young man’s treatment following the attack. 
 
Consider this. The loss of blood and severe shock from which the victim would have been 
suffering required urgent treatment. Every second wasted increased the likelihood of death. It was 
a Mombasa-based blog site that raised two of the most pertinent questions. 
 
“WHY was the boy taken all the way to COAST GENERAL HOSPITAL”, asked Mombasa411, 
“over 5 kilometres away through midday TRAFFIC  and not the nearest hospitals WITHIN 1 
KILOMETRE OF Mama Ngina Drive, Pandya Hospital, Mombasa Hospital or Aga Khan?” And, 
“Why DID THE Coast Provincial Hospital leave the patient [allegedly] lying awaiting treatment at 
the emergency wing of the hospital for OVER 20 minutes?” 
 
Again, both questions require answers. 
 
OUT OF FIRE, THROUGH DARKNESS, INTO THE LIGHT? 
The repercussions arising from, and the debate sparked by the Sinai fire disaster, the recent 
incidents of multiple deaths from drinking illicit brews, carnage on our roads and the continuing 
spate of ‘lynchings’, continues. 
 
Take yesterday’s Standard newspaper for example. Page 4 saw a report that the 164 families of 
the victims of the Sinai tragedy would each receive Sh70,000 to cover funeral expenses. Page 11 
carried a report that Transport Licensing Board chairman Hassan ole Kamaro was blaming ‘road 

© Global Shark Accident File 2011. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 



safety enforcement agencies’ for, ‘frustrating the fight against road carnage by engaging in 
corruption’. The Standard’s next page, under the headline ‘Crisis meeting as Central buries its 
dead’, reported that President Kibaki had directed the Central Provincial Security Committee to 
‘crack down on illegal brews’. On one more page and the Standard’s headline ran, ‘Leaders 
alarmed by lynchings in Kirinyaga’ above a story that politicians, the provincial administration and 
local police had convened a ‘crisis meeting’. 
 
The Standard’s editorial headline, ‘Act to prevent tragedy rather than reacting’ summed up the 
paper’s position on the recent tragedies. 
 
Perhaps, thought this Forum correspondent, things were changing but then came page 8 of 
today’s Standard.  ‘Nine die as tanker bursts into flame as villagers scramble to siphon fuel in yet 
another fire tragedy’,  was the sub-headline to the report from Busende village in the Busia 
District. 
 
THE LIKONI FERRIES: A DISASTER WAITING TO HAPPEN 
The Forum, however, will take up The Standard’s challenge and ‘act to prevent’ rather than wait to 
react to yet another disaster. 
 
A few yards from where the young man was mauled by a shark in Mombasa last weekend the two 
Likoni ferries ply their trade to and fro across the Likoni Channel. Yet again the press reported 
recently (’Major scare as ferry rams docked ship’, Daily Nation, Friday September 16) that one of 
the ferries had been involved in a mishap, this time just ramming a docked ship and narrowly 
missing colliding with another one when the coxswain of the MV Kwale ‘lost control of the vessel 
and it started to drift into deep waters’. 
 
Only last week an overloaded ferry capsized near Zanzibar resulting in over 200 deaths. Anyone 
who has ever travelled on the Likoni ferries, even though the old ones have in recent times been 
replaced, knows that they are regularly overloaded as they cross a busy shipping channel. One 
collision, or one near-collision followed by panic among the passengers, could lead to a terrible 
disaster costing hundreds of lives. 
 
To prevent at least one disaster, the Forum says, enforce the regulations on the number of 
passengers and loaded vehicles the Likoni ferries can carry, and at long last build a bridge over 
the treacherous crossing. 
 
 SOURCE: Kenya Forum, September 22, 2011, http://www.kenyaforum.net/?p=581 
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Author Roo: posted October 20 2006  
Mombasa isnt the nicest place to surf. There’s always sharks just off in the channel which follow 
the big ships in. theres been a lot of attacks in the harbour, especially back in the old days, when 
they used to clean the ships hulls manually by diving down into the mirky water. There’s also 
usually a crowd of locals and expats. You’d be better off trying to find your own spot somewhere 
else. just hire a boat and sail around the outside of the reef and  see whats there. not many 
people have ever done that before (tip: try sailing from the harbour entrance up to mtwapa creek 
at low tide. you'll be pleasantly surprised by what you might find). if you don’t want anything to do 
with sharks, then malindi is your safest bet. Don’t let the mirky water fool you, there’s nothing in 
there except the odd hippo, and even they’re more afraid of you than you are of them.  
 
Author: Kuldip Attalia,  posted February 23 2009 
  I am born and come from Mombasa, and lived my childhood on the seashore. I can confirm that 
you are more likely to meet a Shark near Likoni ? Inland Harbour, Matongwe, Mtwapa Creek and 
Milango's. Sharks have been seen following all the big ships from the harbour out to deep sea, 
and back. However, Mombasa's Meat & Live Stock Slaughter house is on the other side of the 
harbour, and they have a area where they throw all the rotten meat in the harbour, which means it 
is Shark infested. Best place for Swiming & Surfing has to be the North of Mombasa, due to the 
Coral Reef But, well before Tana River meets the Ocean.  
Loads of Bull sharks, Black Tips, Tiger, Mako, and White on the other side of the Coral Reef in 
Kenya.  
My Cousin, Guru is a Professional Diver and teaches on how to Dive.  
 
SOURCE: Global Surfers (Re: Surfing Mombasa), http://www.globalsurfers.com/read_thread.cfm?
ForumID=Kenya&ThreadID=27843&Thread=5722 
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