
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE:  GSAF 2011.09.16 
DATE: Friday September 16, 2011 
LOCATION: The accident took place in the Atlantic Ocean about a quarter-mile south of the 
jetty at the 2900 block in New Smyrna Beach, Volusia County, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Daniel Jorgensen 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 25-year-old male from Winter Park. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 84% of the Moon was illuminated. Full Moon, September 
13, 2011. 
SEA CONDITIONS: Swells left behind by Tropical Storm Maria brought more people in the 
water.   
ENVIRONMENT:  Local fishermen say the fall mullet run always attracts sharks and other 
large predator fish to nearshore waters. New Smyrna Beach surfer and Surfer magazine 
photographer Patrick "Tupat" Eichstaedt said an 8-foot bull shark has been seen cruising 
the same sandbar where Jorgensen was bitten for days now.    
DEPTH OF WATER: Six feet 
TIME: 11h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Captain Patrick Preston, who was only 10 feet away from Jorgensen when 
he was bitten, said "I looked over and there was mullet jumping all over this guy and then 
the whole (expletive) shark came out of the water. Jorgensen was paddling in to shore when 
the shark came out of the water and shredded his arm. 
 
INJURY: The surfer sustained a three-inch-deep laceration to his arm. 
 
TREATMENT: Jorgensen refused an ambulance, but his friends rushed him to the 
emergency room at Bert Fish Memorial Hospital. 
 
SPECIES: Beach patrol believes it was a four- to six-foot shark, but said they are not sure 
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what species was involved. Eyewitnesses said it wasn't a typical spinner or blacktip shark 
which are known to nip surfers. They believe it was a bull shark, and one commercial 
fisherman estimated that it weighed as much as 300 pounds. According to Preston, "It was 
a big shark. More than likely (a bull). I've never seen a blacktip that big." 
 
SOURCES: WFTV.com 9; September 16, 2011, 
http://www.wftv.com/news/29205953/detail.html 
Daytona Beach News-Journal, September 16, 2011, http://www.news-
journalonline.com/breakingnews/2011/09/fifth-shark-bite-reported-in-new-smyrna-
beach.html  


