
ACTIVITY: Kite surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2011.09.11.a 
DATE: Sunday September 11, 2011 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place on a reef off Hula, 70 miles 
southeast of Port Moresby, Central 
Province, Papua New Guinea. 
 
NAME: Thomas Viot 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 30-year-old 
male and a professional kite-surfer. 
He is also a French diplomat 
working for the European Union 
and has been in the country for 2.5 
years. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 13h00, Port Moresby recorded partly cloudy skies, air temperature 85°F, 
dew point 74°F, humidity 62%, sea level pressure 29.80 inches and wind direction was 
South at 18.4 mph. By 16h00, skies were still partly cloudy, air temperature 78°F, dew point 
73°F, humidity 80%, sea level pressure 29.77 inches and wind direction was SSE at 13.8 
mph. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 98% of the Moon was illuminated. Full Moon, September 
12, 2011. 
ENVIRONMENT: Hula is considered a top area for wind surfing and kite surfing. Viot said 
there were always “plenty” of sharks at the reef, but he did not see the shark before it 
struck.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: One kilometre 
TIME: Afternoon 
 
NARRATIVE: Thomas Viot was surfing with two doctor friends visiting from France: a 
plastic surgeon and general practitioner. Another friend, Christian Lohberger, said Viot was 
wave-riding in big waves about a kilometre or so offshore when something knocked him off 
his board and when he surfaced there was a bad cut on his right leg. “The shark appeared 
to have launched itself out of the water at him,” said Lohberger. 
 
“I managed to ride back with my kite-surf,” said Viot. “It was bleeding very badly and I don't 
know how, but I managed to ride back.”  
 
INJURY: Lacerations to right lower leg 
 
TREATMENT: From Hula, he was taken to Port Moresby, a two-hour trip. He was treated at 
a hospital in Port Moresby, then airlifted to Brisbane. 
 
SPECIES: According to Viot, the accident involved a tiger shark, two metres in length. 
 
SOURCE: Sydney Morning Herald, September 12, 2011, http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-
news-world/shark-attacks-french-diplomat-in-png-20110912-1k5j6.html 
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