
ACTIVITY: Scuba diving 
CASE: GSAF 2011.07.13 
DATE: Wednesday July 13, 2011 
LOCATION: The accident took place in the Atlantic 
Ocean at Shark Junction off Bell Channel, Port 
Lucaya, Grand Bahama Island, Bahamas. 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: He is  a 54-year-old male from 
Florida. 
SUPPORT BOAT: Lady Joe, a private yacht. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: Between 11h00 and 14h00, Freeport 
recorded 34 to 1% cloud cover and air temperatures 
from 73º to 88ºF, humidity 60% to 61%, wind 
direction SSW at 7 to 9 mph, and a chance of a 
thunderstorm. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 98% of the Moon 
is illuminated. Full Moon, July 15, 2011. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: One mile 
TIME: 12h30 
 
NARRATIVE: According to the BASRA report, persons on board the boat said they were 
diving on Shark Junction, with the proper dive flag erected, when a glass-bottom boat 
maneuvered near to them while the persons on board were throwing out bait to lure 
animals to the vessel.  

 
"The glass-bottom boat's crew were yelled at many times that divers were in the water, but 
to no avail,"  the BASRA report read.  
 
INJURY: The man was bitten on the  right arm. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The injured man was stabilized and moved to a waiting 
ambulance at Port Lucaya and transported to Rand Memorial Hospital in Freeport where he 
underwent surgery and was listed in stable condition. 
 
SPECIES: Not yet identified. The shark was said to be eight to 10 feet in length. 
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BASRA Grand Bahama reports shark attack, boat fire and 3 stranded on a Whaler 
 
Freeport, Bahamas - On July 13th  Around 12:30pm Basra received a distress call from the 
vessel Lady Joe that they had a man that had been bitten by a shark. His left arm was almost 
bitten off. Gary Simmons from BASRA also heard the call and responded immediately. BASRA 
base then called 911 and requested an ambulance to Port Lucaya. BASRA Base then went 
mobile to meet the ambulance. The injured Man was stabilized and moved to the awaiting 
ambulance. The crew reported that they were diving on shark junction with the proper dive flag 
erected, when a glass-bottom boat, Ocean View, came over them whilst chumming the waters. 
The glass-bottom boat's crew were yelled at many times that divers were in the water, but to no 
avail.  
  
On July, 11th at 5:44PM  A Plane flying to Bimini spotted a boat on fire and called Freeport control 
tower whom then called BASRA. The last known Location 26.22.034- 79.03.278, and that 
the Boat was totally engulfed, 5 Persons were in the water hanging on to the collar and 2 with life 
jackets. Gary Simmons from BASRA was notified and he himself launched. Another plane stayed 
over the location and continued to report that the people were now floating westerly and away 
from the boat. BASRA then notified RBDF, Marine Patrol and OBAT at.6:22 Freeport Harbour 
Control reported to BASRA that Discovery Sun was 2 miles away and was headed to them.6:38 
PM Discovery was on site launching their life boat. 6:46PM 6 POB rescued with 1st and 2nd 
degree burns. Gary  Simmons arrived on site but Discovery said they would take them to Florida. 
Reported that they had a Cuban, 3 Jamaicans and 2 Haitians. Notified OBAT and they said a 
Cutter would intercept and remove the 6 for investigation. 
  
On July 11th at 8:48pm A call from West End police came in that they had a call from a lady, that 
she got a broken call from Family member that he and 3 people were on a 17 foot Whaler 1 mile 
behind Sandy Cay and were broken down. BASRA then called many people on the Volunteers 
Search & Rescue list for West End but could get anyone to assist. Finally Nathin Moody at Old 
Bahama Bay and a police officer went out at 10:00 pm. They then reported to BASRA that they 
found them at 11:50 pm, and they arrived back at 2am all safe. 
 
SOURCE: d’Von Archer, July 13, 2011, 
http://www.thebahamasweekly.com/publish/basra/BASRA_Grand_Bahama_reports_shark_attack
_boat_fire_and_3_stranded_on_a_Whaler16910.shtml 

 

Visitor attacked by a shark off Grand Bahama. 
 

This afternoon, Wednesday 13th July, 2011, a 54 year old resident of 
Florida, a visitor to the island is hospitalised after being attacked by a 
shark shortly before 1:00pm today in waters off Port Lucaya, Grand 
Bahama. 
 
Initial reports are that the American was diving along with others 
when he was bitten by a shark on the upper right arm. He was taken 
to the Rand Memorial Hospital where he is being attended for the 
injury. 
The victim is in ‘stable’ condition and investigations are continuing 
into this matter. 
 
SOURCE: Royal Bahamas Police Force, Bahama Islands Info, Wednesday July 13, 2011, 
http://www.bahamaislandsinfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9328:visitor-
attacked-by-a-shark-off-grand-



 

Visitor bitten by shark while scuba diving  
 
A 54-year-old South Florida man was bitten by a shark while diving in waters off Bell Channel 
yesterday afternoon.  
 
The man was reportedly among a group of visitors who arrived on the island on Saturday.  
An eyewitness said the group went out on a luxury yacht called the Lady Jo yesterday, to a reef 
which was approximately a mile offshore, and were scuba diving when the man was attacked by 
a shark approximately 8-10 feet long, which bit his upper right arm.  
 
A report from The Bahamas Air and Sea Rescue Association (BASRA) indicated that officials 
received a distress call at approximately 12.30 p.m. that a man had been bitten by a shark.  
His arm was almost bitten off, the report stated.  
 
BASRA then notified the police, requested an ambulance, and transported the injured man to 
shore at the Port Lucaya Marina to meet the ambulance, which then took him to the Rand 
Memorial Hospital.  
 
He reportedly underwent surgery and up to press time yesterday, police said he was in stable 
condition.  
 
According to the BASRA report, persons on board the boat said they were diving on Shark 
Junction, with the proper dive flag erected, when a glass-bottom boat maneuvered near to them 
while the persons on board were throwing out bait to lure animals to the vessel.  
 
" The glass-bottom boat's crew were yelled at many times that divers were in the water, but to no 
avail,"  the BASRA report read.  
 
Police said investigations into the matter are still being carried out. 
 
SOURCE: K. Nancoo-Russell, krystal@nasguard.com, The Freeport News, Thursday, July 14, 
2011, http://freeport.nassauguardian.net/national_local/364352134414257.php 
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Shark Bite Victim Needs your HELP  
 

Thank you so much for coming to my web site. This is a true story of what happened to me on July 
13, 2011 while pleasure diving in the Bahamas. With your help, my hope is that we can alert all 
divers and tourists from the United States, and around the world that this practice is going on and 
it needs to be STOPPED!! And hopefully save any other divers from having to go through what I 
experienced, a life changing experience it was!!  
 
I am a diver from Florida and I need your HELP with some medical bills, but MOSTLY I need to 
Wage a legal battle in the Bahamas to make sure that this does not happen to another diver!! 
 
I was attacked by a 9 foot bull shark while pleasure diving, after a glass-bottom boat captain came 
into our clearly marked dive site chumming the waters so his customers could see some real 
shark activity, boy they got more than they bargained for. You can read my full story with the links 
below.  
 
Link button to see what was reported by the local news in the Bahamas, on the day of the attack.  
● Full Story Part One  
● Pictures as I have progressed through the last year. Be aware some of the pictures are (VERY 

GRAPHIC)  
● See how you can HELP!! Send donation through PayPal 
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The following pages (4 through 9) are posted on the web at http://www.sharkbitevictim.com/ 

 

Thank you for coming to my web page. Please tell everyone about this web site so we can make 
sure this does not happen to another diver doing what we love so much!!  
 
This web site was built June 15, 2012  Some money will be donated to the VA (Veterans 
Administration) for the great job that they have done for me over the last year.  
 
Money raised so far:  $50.00  
 
Checks can be sent to:  
Care of; Shark Bite Victim 
P.O. Box 6412 
Clearwater Fl. 33758  
Emails can be sent to: Sharkbitevictim@gmail.com  
 
Money needed for Medical expense in the Bahamas $25,654.00:  
Money needed for Legal representation in the Bahamas, $10,000.00, just to get the case started. 
No telling at this point what the total cost will be.  
Donations can be sent VIA PayPal 
 
A special thanks to my girlfriend and her daughters, my family and my friends, that helped me so 
much as I recovered from this terrible event. Thank you and I love you all very much!! 
 
Let's all get the message out to the world. So that this feeding practice will be STOPPED and no 
other human will experience what I have gone through. So we can enjoying the sport we love so 
much without worrying what is going on above us on the surface!!!  
 
Thanks again and May God bless you.  



 

Full Story Part One  
 

“I was certified as a diver in 2000. I love diving so much that I started my own diving company in 
2003. I have logged hundreds of dive. I have dove with sharks in the past, and have seen a few 
while just pleasure diving. I have learned to give them plenty of space and they will not bother you. 
However this day it was a totally whole different experience. 
   
“This had started out to be one of the best trips we had taken in a long while. We left the states on 
Saturday, July 9th, 2011. We were diving in Freeport by 2:00 pm that afternoon. We had chartered 
a dive with a local dive company, Sunn Odyssey for Monday, July 11th. There were sharks on this 
dive and we didn't bother them and they could care less about us. We had a great time with the 
crew and would recommend them if you plan to dive Freeport.  
 
“On Wednesday we went back out where we had been diving with Sunn Odyssey, right outside of 
Port Lucaya. We had been down diving for awhile and upon the return trip up from the first dive, I 
was attacked. 
 
“This was caused by a Glass-bottom boat captain coming into a MARKED dive site, with several 
dive flags. Our boat from the U.S., and another dive boat from the Bahamas were moored right by 
the reef. The glass bottom boat came in between our two boats and was chumming the waters so 
his customer could see some real shark activity under his boat!! Even after our boat crew told him 
to STOP, that we had divers in the waters right under him, he still continued chumming after 
yelling back to our boat "these are my waters". This was told to me days later. 
 
“I did not know that this activity was going on above me, and on my return trip to our boat, at about 
5 to 10 feet deep, I came through a shark feeding frenzy. I have learned in the past that sharks 
normally feed in the early morning and in the evening. This activity caught me total off guard. I 
was first hit hard in the belly, luckily not bitten. I looked down to see what had just run into me, and 
to my surprise, I saw it was about a 5 foot shark. I watched him as he headed toward the surface 
to see what he was going to do next. While watching his path that was when I saw the second 
shark zip past from the right to the left. I have never seen sharks move this fast in the wild. That 
was when out of the corner of my right eye, I saw the third shark. All I remember was a rounded 
face and a big mouth of teeth, just a foot away. This shark with mouth open was coming right for 
my head, I saw him at the last second, but I just had enough time to block his attack with my right 
arm and elbow. My best guess is that, it was about a 9 foot Bull shark.  
 
“I seem to remember two bites, the first bite is so hard to explain. I guess maybe like a bear trap 
snapping closing down on your arm then re-grip it a little in the vice and shake it around. That is 
how it kind of felt like. I will tell you it was the worst pain I have ever felt in my life. Some how 
through all of the screaming I was doing, I was still able to hold my regulator in my mouth. The 
diver behind me (later told me he thought he saw me hitting the shark) but I still do not remember 
to this day. I think I blacked out for a second or two. At that point the shark must of realized that I 
was not his normal food and let me go. The next thing I remember I was just floating there and 
could see the bottom of the ocean at about 60 feet below me. I remember how beautiful it was. I 
then realized what had just happened to me and swam for my life. Swimming to the surface and 
the rest of the way to my boat, about 20 feet I think, I realized I was in big trouble. 
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