
ACTIVITY: Kitesurfing 
CASE: GSAF 2011.05.21.a 
DATE: Saturday May 21, 2011 
LOCATION: The attack took place in the Coral Sea at Passe de Kendec near Koumac on 
the western shore of the North Province, New Caledonia.  
20º42'6.25"S, 164º14'8.34"E 
 
NAME: Nathan 
DESCRIPTION: A 15-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 77% of 
the Moon was illuminated. Full Moon, May 
17, 2011. Last Quarter, May 24, 2011. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was clear 
and warm. The sea surface temperature 
was approximately 26°C (78.8°F). 
ENVIRONMENT: White sharks are known 
to appear in New Caledonia waters from 
July to March, with sightings peaking in 
September and October. According to 
Philippe Tirard, shark specialist at the IRD 
(Research Institute for Development), the white shark is increasingly present in the waters 
of New Caledonia. In 2010, there were at least half dozen sightings of large white sharks,  
and since the beginning of the year, there were at least two.  
TIME: 11h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Nathan was kitesurfing with his father and friends. After a few hours of 
practice, he missed a jump and fell into the water. He was being pulled along by the sail in 
the reef passage when a shark bit his thigh. Nathan shouted to his father who rushed into 
the water to aid his son. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The teen was taken to the hospital in Koumac where he died of 
his injuries. 
 
INJURY: Fatal. He sustained at least two bites to his left leg, including a severe injury 
around the knee and his femoral artery was severed, resulting in hypovolemic shock. 
 
SPECIES: Given the shape and size of the bite, it was initially believed the attack involved a  
white shark, as in the case of Kevin Hannecart (GSAF 2009.03.06). However, it was 
subsequently determined the attack involved a tiger shark; the bite-pattern on the boy’s 
body indicated the teeth of upper and lower jaws were identical. The width of the bite (30 
cm) suggested the shark was approximately 2.8 to 3.5 m (TL). It appears the attack was a 
predator response to a surface-feeding stimulus. “We hypothesize that the shark may have 
confused the motion of the kite surfer, who was pulled by his kite without the board, with a 
bird overtaking the water,” stated Eric Clua in an article in the Journal of Forensic and Legal 
Medicine. 
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