
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing   
CASE: GSAF 2011.05.04  
DATE: Wednesday May 4, 2011  
LOCATION: The accident took place in 
the Indian Ocean off Palm Beach on the 
south coast of KwaZulu-Natal, South 
Africa.  
 
NAME: Trevor Burger  
DESCRIPTION: He is a 37-year-old male 
from the Natal South Coast. He was 
wearing a wetsuit.  
 
BACKGROUND  
WEATHER: There was a light 
southwesterly breeze. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was flat 
and warm, and underwater visibility was 
six to seven metres. 
DISTANCE FROM BOAT: 30 metres.  
 
NARRATIVE: Trevor Burger and Fourie 
Combrinck launched from Glenmore 
Beach early in the morning. “After diving 
on some spots in the Glenmore area 
without any success we both decided to 
head towards one of our favorite spots in the Palm Beach,” said Fourie.“ I noticed a lot of 
activity in the water which I could make out to be red eyed sardines while terns were 
bombarding them from the air.” After Trevor shot his second fish, Fourie drifted to the 
southern side of the reef, about 20 to 25 metres away.  
 
Trevor shot a fish at a depth of 10 metres and was ascending with it to the surface when a 
shark grabbed his calf, shook him twice, then swam away. When Fourie surfaced, Trevor 
was in the boat and shouted to him that he’d been bitten by a shark. 
 
INJURY: Multiple severe lacerations to the lower left leg.   
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Trevor Burger 

Palm Beach, KZN 



FIRST AID / TREATMENT: “We had bandages on the boat and then got to shore as fast as 
possible,” Trevor said. He was taken to Margate Hospital where 58 sutures were needed to 
repair his injury. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified. 
 
SOURCES: The Witness, May 10, 2011, http://www.witness.co.za/index.php?
showcontent&global[_id]=60478 
 

Daily News, January 27, 2012, http://www.iol.co.za/dailynews/news/lived-to-tell-the-tale-
1.1221863 
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