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ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2011.04.16 
DATE: Saturday April 16, 2011 
LOCATION: The accident took place in 
Tasman Bay off the Boulder Bank just south 
of the Glen at Snapper Point, South Island, 
New Zealand. 
41º17'S, 174º48'E 
 
NAME: Laine Hobson 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 41-year-old male, a 
teacher at Nelson Intermediate School. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 15h00, Nelson recorded 
visibility of two miles. The air temperature was 
60°F, dew point 59°F, humidity 96% sea level 
pressure 29.77 inches, and wind direction 
was SSW at 3.5 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 93% of the 
Moon was illuminated. Full Moon, April 18, 
2011. 
TIME: Afternoon 
 
NARRATIVE: It was Laine Hobson’s first time back surfing in a year after breaking his leg 
badly while playing soccer with students.  
 
Initially, he was one of eight in the water but then six as two surfers left the water.  
 
Laine Hobson had been in the water about two hours and was sitting on his board when the 
shark nudged his right thigh. “I pushed it away with my hand then it cruised around in front 
of me and gave me another nudge on the other leg. I was then trying to keep the board 
between me and the shark – I was probably screaming by then – there was another guy 
close to me. Then the shark nudged me off my board and leapt on top of it and was 
thrashing about. Everyone was out of the water at that point. It was quite horrible actually 
because this wave came along and picked up everyone else and carried them in, but it 
missed me. I couldn't get a break. I don't know if the shark followed me in. I was 
concentrating on the shore and going as fast as I could, while trying to keep my toes out of 
the water."  
 
Mr Hobson learned to surf in Kaitaia, where he is from, and has surfed for about 20 years, 
but until Saturday had never had an encounter with a shark. “Being a surfer, you read about 
these things happening but I never thought it would happen to me. I have surfed on my own 
before, but it was really nice having other people around," Mr Hobson said. He said other 
guys he knew had surfed Snapper Point for 30 years and had never seen a shark there.  
 
INJURY: Puncture wound to left hand. 

Laine Hobson shows the puncture wound  
to his hand. 
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Snapper Point 
Photo by Rob Davis 

May 1, 2011 

SPECIES: The surfer believes the incident involved a two-metre bronze whaler shark. He 
said the shark had a blunt snout and its body was a “reddy, bronze colour”.  
 
SOURCES: Stuff.co.nz 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/nelson-mail/news/4900915/Surfer-skirmishes-with-shark 
 

Yahoo News, http://nz.news.yahoo.com/a/-/top-stories/9218491/surfers-hand-punctured-
during-shark-wrestle/ 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Richard D. Weeks, GSAF 
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