
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 2011.02.28.R 
DATE: Reported February 28, 2011 
LOCATION: The accident took place 
about 100 nautical miles out to sea, 
between Mackay and Townsville, 
Queensland, Australia. 
 
NAME: Shane Nyari 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 36-year-old 
commercial fisherman. 
SUPPORT BOAT: The Ina Mary  
 
NARRATIVE: Nyari had been fishing for 
coral trout when he looked through a 
“view bucket” and saw two big sharks and a barracuda underneath his dory. He decided to 
catch the shark first, so he could then catch the coral trout without the shark taking them as 
he reeled them in. He lawfully caught the first shark and hauled it into his dory and had 
been trying to get the hook out of it when it sank its teeth into his hand. 
 
“He was eyeing me off,” Mr Nyari said. “And when he got me he locked his jaw and I had to 
wait about five minutes before he unlocked it and I could rip my hand out. The pain was 
terrible. He bit me twice ... Then he got lock-jaw for about five minutes and I couldn't do 
anything at all. I was stuck there in my dory. When he finally went to have a third bite I 
ripped my hand out and wrapped it up in my shirt. I even had some of its teeth left in my 
hand. I was able to throw it overboard and get back to my skipper and get help.” 
 
INJURY: The fisherman sustained multiple lacerations to his right hand. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Mr Nyari took off his shirt and wrapped up his mangled hand. It 
took eight hours to get to the nearest hospital, in Townsville. Mr Nyari spent two days in 
hospital. It took about 240 internal micro-stitches and another 40 to 60 external stitches to 
reconstruct his hand.  
 
SPECIES: The accident involved a bull shark approximately two-metres in length.  
 
SOURCE: Bruce Mckean, Daily Mercury, February 28, 2011, 
http://www.dailymercury.com.au/story/2011/02/28/a-shark-bit-me-bitten-twice-by-2m-bull-
shark/ 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Christofer Eksander, GSAF 
 
NOTE: This was a provoked accident; the shark was hooked. 
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