
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2011.01.20 
DATE: Thursday January 20, 2011 
LOCATION: The incident took place at 
the mouth of Cudgen Creek, New South 
Wales, Australia. 
 
NAME: Mia Merlini  
DESCRIPTION: She is a seven-year-old 
female. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, January 20, 
2011 
SEA CONDITIONS: Mean low tide 
occurred at 16h08 
DEPTH OF WATER: “Less than a metre” 
TME: 17h00 
 
NARRATIVE: the girl was swimming with 
two friends when she was injured. “I was 
swimming in the water and something 
started biting at my legs, it really hurt,” 
Mia said. “It was scary but I don’t know 
what it was; it might have been an eel. I’ve 
been swimming there before but nothing has ever bitten me. I have stitches in my leg now 
and I have to lie down and rest for the rest of the week.” 
 
INJURY: She sustained lacerations to both legs. 
 
TREATMENT: She was pulled from the water and taken to a doctor’s surgery before being 
taken to Tweed Heads Hospital. At the hospital, she received 13 sutures in her left leg and 
six in her right leg, and was released. 
 
SPECIES: Initially it was thought the accident involved a juvenile bull shark or wobbegong 
shark. A spokesman from Industry and Investment New South Wales said the creature had 
not been identified. “Shark experts are yet to inspect any evidence or see photographs,” 
said the spokesman. “However, based on initial information we have received, this is most 
likely a fish, not a shark.” 
 
SOURCES: Herald Sun, January, 21, 2011, http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/breaking-
news/girl-bitten-by-shark-on-new-south-wales-north-coast/story-e6frf7jx-1225992196059 
Tweed News, January 22, 2011, http://www.tweednews.com.au/story/2011/01/22/shark-
kingscliff-attack/ 

© Global Shark Accident File, 2011. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 
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