
 

Great White Shark Attacks Fishermen's Boat 
 

A group of Australian fisherman have been left shaken after a great white shark attacked their 
motorboat. The men were fishing off the coast of Busselton in Western Australia when the 
animal began circling their vessel. They managed to catch the shark on camera as it swam 
near the fishing lines before attacking the boat's motor. The force of the attack caused the 
cameraman to lose his balance and almost fall overboard. 
 
The shark was estimated to be about five metres long and it apparently left bite marks and 
parts of its teeth lodged in the propeller. 
 
In the video the men can be heard describing the eerie image of the shark circling as "pretty 
scary". One man panics when he realises they have left a fishing line dangling overboard. 
Seconds later the men powered up the boat and drove off at speed. 
 
SOURCE: Sarah Gordon, Sky News Online, Tuesday January 4, 2011, 
http://news.sky.com/home/world-news/article/15879439 

ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 2011.01.03 
DATE: Monday January 3, 2011 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
in the Indian Ocean 18 km off 
Busselton, Western Australia. 
 
BOAT: A “tinnie”, a small aluminum 
open cockpit sport fishing boat with 
a single engine. 
 
OCCUPANTS: Paul Sweeny, Paul 
Nieuwkerk, John Kik and Mark Kik 
 
BACKGROUND 
TIME: 12h00 
 
NARRATIVE: The shark circled the 
boat several times nudged it, and bit 
the propeller. 
 
INJURIES: None of the men were 
injured.  
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a white shark. 
 
NOTE: This was not an “attack”. Sharks are attracted to electrical fields, such as that given 
off by the boat’s motor. The only reason this incident is even in the GSAF is due to 
numerous media reports of the incident as a shark “attack” on what must have been a slow 
news day. 
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Day a great white took a taste to tinnie 
 

LONG-time Territorian last night told of how a massive great white shark attacked him and his 
mates in a small fishing boat in the middle of the ocean.  
 
Paul Sweeney, 44, videoed the terrifying moment as the deadly predator appeared from the deep 
and started circling their tinnie. 
 
The five metre-long shark only shunted the boat gently at first before disappearing into the ocean. 
Moments later it was back trying to batter the back of the vessel. With a powerful push it sunk its 
sharp teeth into the motor. 
 
The six-metre tinnie shook but the stunned anglers inside managed to hold on. 
 
"The pulse was racing," Mr Sweeney said. "People could have fallen in." 
 
The near-death experience happened about 18km off the coast of Busselton, WA on January 3. 
 
Mr Sweeney and his in-laws Paul Nieuwkerk and John and Mark Kik spent the morning fishing 
when a "rather large shadow" appeared about midday. 
 
The Alice Springs resident, holidaying in WA, spared no time and started filming. "It came up to the 
surface, swam around the boat for about two minutes, having a good look," he said "And then it did 
a very sharp u-turn, came back and had a good chomp at the motor. We were all a bit in awe but 
when it decided to see what the boat tasted like it sort of changed. It pushed the boat quite a bit." 
The group powered on the motor and raced to safety. 
 
Cigarettes and a few cans of beer were all the anglers on them had to calm the nerves. "We 
necked the beers down pretty quickly," Mr Sweeney said. "And those of us who had a liking to 
nicotine lit one pretty quickly." 
 
Massive teeth marks on the boat's engine remained to remind the anglers of their close encounter 
with the killing machine.  
 
Their video of the shark has gone around the world. 
 
Mr Sweeney said there was no doubt the anglers were dealing with a white pointer and the group 
was lucky to be alive. He said he'd never forget the attack. "And I didn't pay a cent for this," he said. 
 
SOURCE: Nadja Hainke, NTnews.com.au, January 7th, 2011, 
http://www.ntnews.com.au/article/2011/01/07/205501_lifestyle.html 
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