
ACTIVITY: Bodyboarding 
CASE: GSAF 2010.12.26 
DATE: Sunday December 26, 
2010 
LOCATION: The incident 
took place in the Pacific 
Ocean at ‘Ledges’ a popular 
surf spot outside Kahului 
Harbor, Maui, Hawaii, USA. 
 
NAME: Vaun Stover-French  
DESCRIPTION: He is a 15-
year-old male from Kihei. He 
was wearing white swim fins 
and using a white bodyboard. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 15h34, 
Kahului recorded clear skies 
and visibility of 10 miles. The 
air temperature was 82°F, 
dew point 64.9°F, humidity of 
56%, sea level pressure 
29.87 inches and wind 
direction was Variable at 3.5 mph. 
MOON PHASE:  Last Quarter, December 
27, 2010 
SEA CONDITIONS: The incident site, 
Ledges, is gnarly most of the time and 
was especially tough Sunday from the 
residue of a northeast well that had 
caused high surf warnings to go up 
Saturday. All week, weather forecasters 
and state officials have been cautioning 
water users that heavy rains wash dead 
animals out of forests, which tends to 
attract sharks. The discolored water 
increases the chances of a shark-human 
encounter, they warned. However, another 
report states the water was ‘clear’ at the 
time of the incident. 
ENVIRONMENT: The surfers said, “It's a 
pretty sharky place, like all harbors.” 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 300 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: 10 to 15 feet 
TIME: 15h35 
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Vaun Stover-French (at right) with Joseph Mannoia 
on Monday morning at home in Kihei. The two are 

examining the swim fin Vaun was wearing when the 
shark bit his ankle.  



NARRATIVE: Stover-French and his friend Joseph Mannoia, who is also a a Kihei Charter 
High School sophomore, were bodyboarding at Ledges outside the Kahului Harbor 
breakwater. When he felt something grab his leg, he turned around and saw a shark. “I felt 
it on my leg so I pulled back and it cut on my leg and it bit on my ankle,” he said. 
 
When pro-surfers Kai Barger, Dusty Payne, Granger Larson and Tanner Hendrickson 
paddled out to the experts-only surf spot in hopes of catching a prime set of waves 
generated by a northeast swell, the two bodyboarders appeared to have been drawn further 
out by the tide. Barger said he heard one of the bodyboarders scream, then saw them 
paddling slowly back towards him and his friends. “I asked them if they had seen a shark 
and he said that he had been bitten by one,” Barger said. “He lifted his leg and his fin was 
gone and all of the skin on his shin was off. It was really gnarly.” The shark came back for a 
second pass and, Barger said, ripped the boy's leg from knee to ankle. “We had to get him 
to the beach immediately. So Tanner and I start towing the guy in. We had to fight hard 
against the rip. We were just heads down, digging. It probably took us 15 minutes to get him 
into the beach from the time we first heard him scream.” They had difficulty pulling the boy 
back using their leashes, because “the waves were pounding.” Hendrickson and Barger 
couldn't maneuver the wounded boy over the rocks along the harbor breakwater 
themselves, because it was slippery and was being pounded, but they called on bystanders 
to call for help. Working together the people at the scene got the boy ashore. 
 
INJURY: The boy sustained lacerations to left foot, ankle, calf and lower leg. There was a 
10-inch vertical laceration to his left shin, “which was around 1 inch wide before doctors 
closed it,” according to the teen. He said he also had a “pretty deep open cut” to the dorsal 
surface of his foot near his big toe. Plus, “scratches all over.”  
 
FIRST AID: On the beach, Barger and Hendrickson used their leashes as tourniquets 
above the knee to stem the bleeding and waited for emergency medical services to arrive. 
“We just told him that he was O.K., that he still had a foot, and that he was going to survive 
this,” Barger said. “We just did whatever we could to keep him calm.” The boy was 
transported to Maui Memorial Medical Center and treated by emergency room doctors, who 
said the injuries were consistent with a shark bite.  
 
SPECIES INVOLVED: Not identified. Initially, the incident was said to involve a tiger shark 
six feet in length, but next day it was reported the shark was thought to be eight to 10 feet 
in length. 
 
SOURCES: Global Surf News, http://www.globalsurfnews.com/news.asp?Id_news=50106 
 

Surfing, http://espn.go.com/action/surfing/blog/_/post/5960546/kai-barger-plays-hero-shark-
attack-victim 
 

Star Advertiser, http://www.staradvertiser.com/news/breaking/112488044.html 
 

The Maui News, December 28, 2010, 
http://www.mauinews.com/page/content.detail/id/544436/Shark-attack-victim-thanks-
friend--others.html?nav=10 
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