
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2010.07.02.b 
DATE: July 2, 2010 
LOCATION: The incident took place in 
the Pacific Ocean at Shell Beach in 
Pismo Beach, San Luis Obispo County, 
California, United States.  
 
NAME: Derek Crane 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 19-year-old 
male. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
WEATHER: At 18h56,San Luis Obispo 
recorded clear skies and eight-mile 
visibility. The air temperature was 57.9°F, dew point 50°F, humidity 75%, sea level pressure 
29.79 inches and wind direction was NW at 18.4 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter, July 4, 2010 
TIME: 18h40 
 
NARRATIVE: “The water was warm, no birds were really around and there were about six 
other people in the water. Just as I was thinking how much I was going to surf this summer, 
I felt a vicegrip on my foot,” said Derek Crane.  
 
“Instantly my non-dominant hand reached into the water and grabbed the gills of this fish. 
My hand slid up its gills. I pulled it out of the water a little, and as soon as I snatched it, it 
released my foot. I saw about four feet of it out of water, but I didn’t see past the dorsal 
fin, so I would say it could range from four to six feet. Definitely looked like a leopard 
shark (grey, dark spots, long tail fins), but I haven’t encountered sharks before. After the 
bite, it dove under me, and I told my friend who was four feet away from me to swim to 
shore. Paddled as fast as I could, walked up the cliffs of Shell, started holding my foot 
together and applying pressure and waited for 911. 
 
“I did a little research, sites say they don't bite humans, but it clearly got me. I got 18 
stitches, and still can't move my toes. Getting an MRI next week, and maybe tendon 
surgery since it is lacerated.” 

 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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