
ACTIVITY: Stand-up 
paddleboard surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2010.07.02.a 
DATE: Friday July 2, 2010 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in the Pacific Ocean at 
Dog Patch - San Onofre State 
Beach, San Diego, Orange 
County, California, USA. 
 
NAME: David Bull 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 48-
year-old male from San 
Clemente. He is 6'1" in height 
and weighs 180 pounds. He 
was wearing Navy blue board 
shorts and a grey, long-sleeved 
rash guard. 
BOARD: A 10-foot C4 
Subvector stand-up paddleboard. The board is white with yellow and black graphics. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 15h56, Camp Pendleton recorded partly cloudy skies and visibility of 10 miles. 
The air temperature was 71.1°F, dew point 57°F, humidity 61%, sea level pressure 29.75 
inches and wind direction was SSW at 8.1 mph. 
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter, July 4, 2010 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea surface was glassy, the water temperature was “in the low 60s” 
and the waves were two to four feet. 
ENVIRONMENT: 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 300 feet 
DEPTH OF WATER: “At least 10 feet” 
TIME: 15h15 
 
NARRATIVE: David Bull had been in the water for 30 minutes. “I was paddling out back into 
the line up at Dog Patch — though their were only half a dozen SUP's in the water at the time 
— when I felt a subtle bump on the back of my board. Initially I thought I just got caught in a 
kelp bed but my board turned clockwise 90 degrees and there wasn't any kelp around. I put 
my paddle in the water on the right side of my board to keep my balance and by that time my 
board was pointing back towards shore. When I looked down where my paddle was entering 
the water I saw the shark a few feet below the surface looking back at my board while 
swimming away. I had been hearing about the shark sightings for the last few years but didn't 
really think much about it since I had never seen it until I saw the triangular dorsal fin two 
weeks earlier at Dog Patch. It's clearly different from a dolphin's dorsal fin which we see all 
the time. But having it hit my board and getting a good look at it just a few feet away was a 
different story. I don't think the shark was trying to attack me in any way when it hit. 
Nevertheless, I decided to call it a day and took the next wave in.” 
 
INJURY: No injury 
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SPECIES: The shark was approximately 8' long, grey on top and white on bottom, and had 
a triangular dorsal fin. “I got a good look at it because the sun was over my shoulder and 
the water was clean that day,” said Bull. “I could tell that he had just hit my board because it 
seemed to be straightening itself out before it slowly swam away but it looked back towards 
my board so I got a good look at its head and it definitely looked like a white shark.” 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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