
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2010.06.15 
DATE: June 15, 2010 
LOCATION:  Quy Nhon Town, Central 
Vietnam 
 
NAME: Huynh Nhu Hoang 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 17-year-old 
male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 10 metres 
TIME: 17h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Hoang said he swam for 
the shore as soon as he saw a shark 
swim toward him but was bitten in the left foot just a few meters away. He said the fish re-
leased him and swam away after he kicked it with his right foot. 
 
INJURY: The teen sustained a gash ton his left foot that was 12 cm in length and six cm 
wide. 
 
TREATMENT: Hoang was treated at the Military Hospital No. 13 by where doctors sutured 
his injury. 
 
SPECIES: According to the teen the shark was about one metre in length. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Christofer Ekstander, Global Shark Accident File 

The beach where Hoang was bitten by a shark.  
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Central Vietnam shark attack prompts relocation of fish cages   
 
A shark attack on a 17-year-old boy in Binh Dinh Province has prompted the central coastal 
province to order the removal of floating fish cages from its beaches.  
 
However, scientists have said the concern that the cages are attracting the fish might not be 
justified, calling for more thorough research into preventing similar attacks in the future. 
 
On June 15, Huynh Nhu Hoang was attacked by a shark when he was swimming a few dozen 
meters offshore on a beach in the province’s Quy Nhon Town. 
 
Hoang said he swam for the shore as soon as he saw a shark about one meter long swim toward 
him but was bitten in the left foot just a few meters away. He said the fish released him and swam 
away after he kicked it with his right foot. 
 
Hoang was treated at the Military Hospital No. 13 where doctors sutured a gash in his foot that 
was 12 centimeters long and six centimeters wide. 
 
Hoang is the latest of several victims of shark attacks on Quy Nhon beaches since July 2009. All 
the victims have escaped with injuries, mostly minor, but some severe. 
 
On June 16, the Binh Dinh People’s Committee convened a meeting to find solutions to the issue. 
The provincial administration felt floating fish cages and hundreds of fishing boats docking on the 
beach could have attracted the sharks. 
 
All fish cages have to move out of the swimming areas by July 1, the committee decided. 
 
However, experts are concerned that it might not be the cause and have called for funding a 
thorough research project to find the actual reasons behind the recent appearances of sharks in 
the area. They said sharks had appeared on other beaches in Quy Nhon where there were neither 
fish cages nor fishing boats. 
 
Nguyen Huu Hao, vice director of Binh Dinh Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
and head of Binh Dinh Fishery Resources Exploitation and Protection Agency, said a task force 
should be set up to conduct the research. 
 
The Institute of Oceanography in the south-central province of Khanh Hoa, which conducts marine 
research in the region, does not have funds to carry out the research on shark appearances. 
“We cannot do and arrive at an accurate conclusion by staying on the ground. Detailed results can 
only come through research for which we are still looking for funds,” said Vo Si Tuan, vice director 
of the institute. 
 
Earlier, local fishermen were told to hunt for the shark believed to have attacked several people on 
Quy Nhon beaches. One of the fishermen, Do Van Cong, on April 13 caught a shark about 1.6 
meters long, weighing around 100 kilograms. He received an award of VND5 million from local 
authorities. 
 
Many fishermen in the area are now eager to hunt the sharks and collect the rewards, but this has 
provoked controversies as many said there should be another solution because sharks need to be 
protected for preservation purposes. 
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Prof. Piers Allbrook in Ho Chi Minh City said the “the perilous situation facing sharks in our grossly 
overfished world’s oceans where many species face extinction” should be taken into 
consideration. 
“Sharks are an essential element of oceanic ecosystems and governments should strive for their 
preservation,” he told Thanh Nien Weekly in an email. 
 
SOURCE: Dinh Phu, Thanh Nien News, 
http://www.thanhniennews.com/2010/Pages/20100619162333.aspx   

 

Sharks continue attack  
 

(24h) - Đang tắm cách bờ chừng 10m ở bãi tắm Quy Nhơn (Bình Định), anh Huỳnh Như Hoàng 
phát hiện cá mập nổi lên mặt nước. (24h) - Being from shore about 10 meters in bathing beach of 
Quy Nhon (Binh Dinh), he discovered Huynh Nhu Hoang shark floating to the surface. He quickly 
swam to shore but did not escape the teeth of violent god of the sea.  
 
Lúc 17 giờ chiều 15-6, trong lúc ñang tắm biển tại bãi tắm Quy Nhơn (ñoạn gần khách sạn Hoàng 
Yến), anh Huỳnh Như Hoàng (17 tuổi, ở phường Trần Quang Diệu, TP Quy Nhơn) phát hiện một 
con cá mập dài hơn 1m nổi lên mặt nước bên cạnh anh. 15-6 at 17 pm, while bathing in Quy Nhon 
beach (near the hotel Hoang Yen), his Hoang Nhu Huynh (17 years, at Tran Quang Dieu Ward, 
Quy Nhon) discovered a fish 1m long shark emerged over the water beside him. Sunset, he 
immediately swam to shore Huang.  
 
Con cá ñuổi theo ñến cách bờ khoảng 3-4m rồi lao tới ñớp vào chân trái làm anh Hoàng bị thương 
nặng. Fish from shore to chase around 3-4m and then rushed to the opportunity to make his left 
leg was severely wounded Prince. “Rất may tôi kịp dùng chân phải ñạp mạnh vào ñầu con cá, 
khiến nó giật mình bơi ñi mới thoát nạn”, anh Hoàng kể. "Fortunately, I keep using strong bike leg 
in early fish, making it startling new escape swim away," he told Prince.  
 
Anh Hoàng ñược ñưa ñi cấp cứu tại Bệnh viện Quân y 13. Hoang Anh was taken to emergency at 
the 13 Military Hospital. Y sĩ Nguyễn Xuân Dũng, Khoa Hồi sức – cấp cứu, cho biết anh Hoàng bị 
cá cắn vào mu và gan bàn chân trái. Dr. Nguyen Xuan Dung Medicine, Faculty of Islamic 
Medicine - Emergency, Prince said he was bitten on the back of fish liver and left foot. Vết cắn 
rộng 6cm, dài 12cm, phạm vào gân xương và tổn thương phần mềm, phải khâu 7 mũi. Bite 6cm 
wide, 12cm long, and committed nearly bone lesions software, to stage 7 of the nose.  
 
Cách ñây gần một tháng (ngày 19-5) hai phụ nữ tắm biển tại ñây cũng bị cá mập tấn công, khiến 
một người bị ñứt gân chân. Almost a month ago (on 19-5), two women were also swimming in 
shark attacks, causing a broken leg veins. Còn từ ñầu năm 2010 ñến nay ñã có hàng chục trường 
hợp bị cá mập tấn công tại vùng biển này. Also beginning in 2010 there have been dozens of 
cases of shark attack at sea.  
 
Tuy nhiên, ngành chức năng TP Quy Nhơn vẫn chưa có phương án khắc phục triệt ñể. However, 
functional Quy Nhon is overcoming the plan thoroughly. 

SOURCE: 24h, June 15, 2010, http://us.24h.com.vn/tin-tuc-trong-ngay/ca-map-lai-tiep-tuc-tan-
cong-nguoi-c46a303934.html 
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Another shark attack reported in central Vietnam   
 
 A 17-year-old boy is the third victim of a shark attack within one month, in the central coastal 
province of Binh Dinh.  
  
Huynh Nhu Hoang said he was swimming at Quy Nhon Beach on Tuesday afternoon when he 
spotted a shark over one meter long.  
  
Hoang then tried to swim to shore, but the fish bit his left foot when he was some three to four 
meters from the beach, he said.  
  
Doctor Nguyen Xuan Dung from Military Hospital No.13, where the victim was hospitalized, said 
the bite was six centimeters wide and 12 centimeters long.  
  
On May 19, two women were attacked by an unidentified fish, believed to be a shark, when 
swimming at the same beach. 
  
At least ten people have been attacked by unidentified fish. The first attack was reported last July.  
  
Since then, local fishermen have caught three sharks. The latest one, weighing 60 kilograms, was 
caught last month and was believed to be the culprit. 
  
In March, Binh Dinh fishermen caught a shark weighing more than half a ton, just one month after 
a one-ton great white shark was caught near the shore of neighboring Phu Yen Province. 
 
SOURCE: Thanh Nien News, June 16, 2010 
http://www.thanhniennews.com/2010/Pages/20100616150240.  

 

Quy Nhon: Sharks continue attacking swimmers 
The latest victim of shark attacks at Quy Nhon beach, was recorded on June 15. 

 
 A man named Hoang was swimming around 10 meters from the coast when he saw a shark over 
1 meters in length rising to the surface. The man was frightened and swam as fast as he could to 
shore, but he was unable to escape from the shark. 
  
According to Hoang, the shark swam after him and bit his leg when he was only 4 meters from the 
beach. The man kicked the shark’s head using his free foot. The fish jumped and ran away. The 
victim was brought to a nearby hospital for first aid. 
  
Doctors reported that the shark bit Hoang’s right instep. The wound is 6cm wide, 12cm long, 
touching muscle.  
  
Over a dozen of people have been bitten by sharks at Quy Nhon beaches so far this year. Fisher-
men have caught three sharks, including one weighing over a ton. Climate change and the con-
struction of ports and wharves near the shore are cited as major reasons for the arrival of sharks 
at these beaches. 
 
SOURCE: Vietnam Net, June 16, 2010, http://english.vietnamnet.vn/social/201006/Quy-Nhon-
Sharks-continue-attacking-swimmers-916495/ 

© Global Shark Accident File, 2010. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 


