
ACTIVITY: Standing or Body boarding 
CASE: GSAF 2010.06.10 
DATE: Thursday June 10, 2010 
LOCATION: The accident took place in the Atlantic 
Ocean off 16th Avenue South in Jacksonville, Duval 
County Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Hannah Mayo Foster 
DESCRIPTION: She is an 18-year-old female from 
Gwinnett County, Georgia. She is six feet tall. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 12h53, Jacksonville NAS recorded 
scattered clouds and visibility of 10 miles. The air 
temperature was 86°F, dew point 61°F, humidity 
43%, sea level pressure 30.06 inches and wind 
direction was East at 4.6 mph. 
MOON PHASE: New Moon, June 12, 2010 
ENVIRONMENT: On Wednesday, Channel 4 reported an increasing number of sharks in 
northeast Florida waters. Lifeguards, however, said they haven’t seen an increase in shark 
bites at local beaches. 
DEPTH: Waist-deep 
TIME: 12h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Hannah was boogie boarding with her boyfriend, Rick Hughes, when the 
shark bit her. "I was kind of dangling off my boogie board because I was kind of like 
swimming, but I could touch [the sea bottom],” she said. As the shark cruised alongside, 
“my ankle and part of my leg went in [the shark’s] mouth. I just started screaming.” When 
Hannah screamed, Rick looked down and saw the shark swimming away. He lifted Hannah 
onto his shoulders and carried her toward shore. 

INJURY: Lacerations to left leg and foot. Commander Gene Paul Smith, Jacksonville Beach 
Police Department spokesman, said the animal had a bite radius of 12 inches. “It appears it 
is as minor as a shark bite can be,” he said. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The girl was taken to Baptist Medical Center in Jacksonville 
where 29 stitches were needed to repair her injury.  
 
SPECIES: The teen’s boyfriend saw the shark and confirmed that it was approximately four 
feet in length. 
 
SOURCES: Gwinnett Daily Post, June 10, 2010, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, June 11, 
2010; news4jax.com, June 12, 2010 
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