
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing / Free diving 
CASE: GSAF 2010.02.04 
DATE: Thursday February 4, 2010 
LOCATION: 
 
NAME: Andrew Duenas 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 31-year-old male from Inarajan. He 
was wearing mask, fins and snorkel, and black shorts with 
green stripes and a blue rash guard. A former logistics 
specialist and sergeant in the Army, Duenas was known to be 
meticulous in his preparation and planning. He used to fish 
with his nephew, David Siguenza, a spearfisherman who 
disappeared in the waters off Merizo in November 2008. 
Family members camped on the shoreline for five days while 
authorities swept the sea for Siguenza. Eventually, the search for him was abandoned. 
 
BACKGROUND 
TIME: 11h00 
 
NARRATIVE: No details. 
 
INJURY: When the spearfisherman’s body was recovered on Friday morning, it had semi-
circular lacerations around the torso. Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Aurelio Espinola said that 
although the body had been bitten by a shark or sharks, he did not believe the man had 
been killed by a shark.  
 
SPECIES: Brent Tibbatts, a fisheries biologist at the Guam Department of Agriculture, said 
there's no record of anyone ever being killed by a shark on Guam, he said. In fact, most of 
the shark attacks here happen when the animal is provoked or attracted by a bleeding fish 
that is hooked or speared, Tibbatts said. Most of the sharks that live near Guam aren't 
aggressive and the sharks that are aggressive are too small to be very lethal, he said. It is 
more likely that a tiger shark bit Duenas after he died from something else, Tibbatts said. 

From Google Maps 
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Tiger sharks are large enough to attack a person, but are renowned for scavenging, not 
hunting, he said. Also, spearfishermen and tiger sharks don't hunt in the same areas. Tiger 
sharks stay far from the shore, Tibbatts said. 
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