
ACTIVITY: Kiteboarding 
CASE: GSAF 2010.02.03 
DATE: Wednesday February 3, 2010 
LOCATION: The attack took place in 
the Atlantic Ocean at Stuart, Martin 
County, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Stephen Howard Schafer. 
DESCRIPTION: He was a 38-year-old 
male from Stuart. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER / SEA CONDITIONS: 
There was a stiff wind. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 
69% of the moon was illuminated. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was 
rough. Waves were four to six feet in 
height.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: A quarter-mile 
TIME: 15h44 
 
NARRATIVE: Lifeguard, Daniel Lund, looking through his binoculars, spotted the man lying 
on his sail about a quarter-mile offshore in an unguarded stretch of ocean. Lund paddled to 
him on a rescue board. When he was within 20 yards of the man he realized there was a lot 
of blood in the water and he saw several sharks circling. Lund pulled the man onto his board 
and carried him back to shore. 
 
INJURY: Fatal.  Rescue workers performed CPR before paramedics brought him to Martin 
Memorial Hospital, but all efforts to resuscitate the man failed. Autopsy results indicated  the 
patient sustained two bites, causing him to lose 2.5 liters of blood. The fatal bite was a deep 
8- to 10-inch (20 to 25 cm) bite to the posterior right thigh which severed branches of his 
femoral artery, the shark’s teeth hitting the femur. There were numerous teeth marks / 
punctures on the right and left buttocks but no tissue was removed. The patient had 

Stephen Schafer at the reception for his father,  
artist Howard Schafer,  

at the Court House Cultural Center on Jan. 15, 2010.  
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sustained bruises to the medial right arm, and defense wounds to the right hand which 
were most likely sustained as he attempted to repel the shark.   

SPECIES: The attack was thought to have involved one or more bull sharks. 
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