
ACTIVITY: Rowing 
CASE: GSAF 2009.12.12 
DATE: Saturday December 12, 2009 
LOCATION: Hawks Nest Beach, North of 
Newcastle, New South Wales, Australia. 
 
BOAT: A surf boat with five lifesavers on 
board. 
 
BACKGROUND 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 19% of 
the Moon was illuminated. New Moon, 
December 16, 2009. 
ENVIRONMENT: Hawks Nest beach is at 
the northern end of what is believed locally 
as a white shark nursery where juvenile 
white sharks feed on salmon before 
heading into deeper water. Mr Ross said he and his colleagues spot white sharks  “all the 
time” passing beneath their rescue boards as they paddled past the breakers. “But they 
don't worry us too much, we call them our pets,” he said. “I wouldn't say they're too small to 
take humans, we've had a couple of big three- to four-metre ones go under us when we're 
on the boards, but they don't seem to be aggressive.”  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 400 metres 
TIME: 07h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Plumber Greg Ross, a volunteer lifesaver, was on a training run with four 
others and had hold of the oar at the time when he felt “a great big thump” and looked 
around to see the shark thrashing on the surface with the oar in its mouth. “It just dragged 
the oar out backwards through my hands,'“ said Mr Ross “It was there for a good minute 
before it must have thought it didn't taste too good and then it turned around and was gone.”  
 
“We waited a couple of minutes, then went over and grabbed [the oar],” novice surf life saver, 
Bill Jenkins, said. “You can't steer the boat without it.'' 
 
INJURY: None of the occupants were injured by the shark, but the shark left two teeth 
embedded in the timber of the surf boat sweeper’s oar. 
 
SOURCES: Courier Mail, December 14, 2009, 
http://www.news.com.au/couriermail/story/0,,26482426-952,00.html 
 

Herald Sun, December 15, 2009, http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/surf-crew-heard-big-
thump/story-e6frf7jo-1225810359384 
 

Daily Telegraph, December 15, 2009, http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/travel/rowers-left-
in-oar-of-great-white-shark/story-e6frezhr-1225810366685 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a two- to three-metre white shark. 

Greg Ross holds one of two white shark teeth  
embedded in the oar  

Image: Liam Driver Source: Herald Sun 

© Global Shark Accident File, 2009. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 


