
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2009.11.11 
DATE: Wednesday November 11, 2009 
LOCATION: The accident took place in 
the Atlantic Ocean on the south side of 
the jetty at New Smyrna Beach, Volusia 
County, Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: He is an 18-year-old 
male from Lake Mary. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The skies were mostly 
cloudy throughout the afternoon, and 
wind direction was WSW at 11.5 mph 
with gusts to 20.7 mph. Around 17h00, 
the skies became overcast, and wind 
direction shifted to West and lessened. 
Ida, a storm born off Nicaragua, swept 
along Western Atlantic and although she 
was well offshore, her remnants 
generated strong waves. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon 
SEA CONDITIONS: At New Smyrna Beach, surfing conditions were good; waves were 
three to four feet and glassy. Tides at Daytona Beach Shores, Sunglow Pier, were as 
follows  Low tide at 08h54, High tide at 15h06. Tides in New Smyrna Beach vary by 
minutes. 
MOON PHASE: Waning Crescent, 24% of the Moon was illuminated.  
 
NARRATIVE: Approximately 300 surfers were in the water, taking advantage of the holiday 
and the high surf kicked up by gusty winds. The surfer was jumping onto his board when he 
was bitten by the shark. 
 
INJURY: He sustained minor cuts on the right calf and the shin, and a bump on the shin. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Emergency crews treated the surfer on the beach. The surfer 
said he was going to drive himself to the hospital, but it is not known where he went. The 
emergency crew thought the wound would need suturing. 
 
SPECIES: Said to involve a shark about four feet in length. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Captain Scott Petersohn, Volusia County Beach Patrol & GSAF 
 
SOURCES: http://nsbnews.net/content/224390-lake-mary-teen-shark-bite-victim-new-
smyrna-beach-surf 
http://www.myfoxorlando.com/dpp/news/national/Florida_Teen_Attacked_by_Shark_Amon
g_Crowd_of_Surfers_65637168  et al 
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