
ACTIVITY: Diving 
CASE: GSAF 2009.10.14.R 
DATE: Reported October 14, 2009 
LOCATION: The incident took place on a 
shipwreck in Western Australia. 
 
NAME: Matt Bowen 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 23-year-old male 
from Warrington, Cheshire, who is 
backpacking around the world. 
 
NARRATIVE: “I got my diving qualification 
while I was in Australia and took the 
opportunity to dive whenever I could,” said 
Matt Bowen. “My buddy, Alex McFadven, 
and I used to mess around all the time, 
grabbing each other by the legs and 
pretending it was a shark attack. So when I felt a tug on my leg, I initially thought it was her. 
It wasn't really painful but it suddenly got a lot more vigorous and violent. I turned round to 
see what was going on and there was this three-metre shark clinging onto me. I started 
kicking it as hard as I could to free my leg. I was aiming for the head but doing whatever I 
could to get it away from me. It would have gone for me again, but luckily I got my flippers in 
the way. My buddy pulled me away, kicking the shark at the same time. Eventually [the 
shark] turned round and swam away.”  
 
Alex then grabbed Matt and propelled them both 100 ft to the surface where they waved to 
their dive boat to pick them up. 
 
INJURY: The diver’s inner right lower leg was bitten. He said that after the initial bite his leg 
“just went numb”.  
 
TREATMENT: The diver was taken to a hospital in Albany, then moved to Perth for 
surgery. After the accident, he was bedridden for two weeks and had six weeks of 
physiotherapy. Recovery was complete, but the diver now has a 10 inch long scar along his 
calf.  
 
Bowen is currently working at a surf school on the east coast of Australia and plans to visit 
New Zealand and Thailand, before going to Canada.  
 
SPECIES: The accident involved a bull shark, 10 feet (3 metres) in length.  
 
SOURCES: Tom Moran, October 15, 2009,  
http://www.thedailydust.co.uk/2009/10/15/british-scuba-diver-escapes-10ft-shark-attack-
intact/ 
 

BBC News, October 16, 2009, 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/merseyside/8308412.stm 
 

NOTE: Additional press reports contained so much misinformation about sharks (“they hide 
their babies in shipwrecks, etc”) they are not included in this list. 

Alex McFadven & Matt Bowen  
moments before the incident. 
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