
ACTIVITY: Wade fishing 
CASE: GSAF 2009.08.01 
DATE: Saturday August 1, 2009 
LOCATION: The accident took place off 
Louisiana, either at Curlew Island or 
Breton Island in Breton Sound. Breton 
Sound is a bay near the Gulf of Mexico, 
adjacent to the Mississippi River and 
roughly 65 miles southeast of New 
Orleans. 
 
NAME: Chris Haynes 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 56-year-old male 
from Jackson, Mississippi. 
BOAT: The Predator, a 30- or 34-foot 
boat owned by Chris Haynes. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: MOON PHASE: Full Moon, August 5, 2009. 
ENVIRONMENT: The anglers kept their catch on stringers that floated on the water 
behind them. The stringers were hooked to belts the anglers wore.  
DISTANCE FROM BOAT: 200 to 300 yards 
DEPTH OF WATER: Three feet 
TIME: Shortly before 10h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Chris Haynes was among a party of a half-dozen anglers, including his son, 
fishing for speckled trout. When a shark was observed in the area some of the anglers got 
into the boat, but Haynes and others continued to fish. Five minutes later a shark bumped 
him, and another bit him. His son was onboard the boat about 300 yards away and saw 
his father drop. Two of the anglers helped Haynes toward the boat while his son guided 
the boat as close to them as he dared in the shallow water. 
 
INJURY: Haynes right leg, ankle and foot were severely bitten. Five tendons were torn. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Onboard the boat, the men used towels to stem the bleeding 
and held them together with electrical tape. The Coast Guard was called and responded 
within minutes. A rescue swimmer was lowered from a Coast Guard helicopter to the boat 
and determined that the patient needed to be taken to the hospital. The patient was placed 
in a basket and winched into the rescue aircraft. The helicopter arrived at the Coast 
Guard's Air Station New Orleans, where local EMS transported the man to a Louisiana 
hospital. He was subsequently transferred to the University of Mississippi Medical Center 
where several surgical procedures were needed to repair his injuries. 
 
SPECIES: Coast Guard Lt. John Egan said, “It looked like he was bitten by a bull shark," 
Egan said.  
 
NOTE: Some reports say the accident took place near Breton Island which is an island (or 
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Chris Haynes is shown standing on the deck of 
The Predator during a recent fishing trip.  



group of islands) in the Breton National Wildlife Refuge. Others report that it took place at 
Curlew island. Curlew island is mostly submerged and lies to the north of Breton Island. 
 
SOURCES: WJTV, August 3, 2009, 
http://www2.wjtv.com/jtv/news/local/article/jackson_man_survives_shark_attack/16521/ 
 

16 ABC, August 11, 2009,  
http://www.wapt.com/news/20361128/detail.html 
 

The Clarion Ledger,  
http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2009908040368. 
 

RodnReel.com Sportsman's Forum, 
http://www.rodnreel.com/Forum/post.asp?method=ReplyQuote&REPLY_ID=105223&TOPI
C_ID=14635&FORUM_ID=12 
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