
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing / free diving 
CASE: GSAF 2009.07.31 
DATE: Friday July 31, 2009 
LOCATION: The accident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean off Spanish Cay, Abacos, 
Bahamas. 
 
NAME: Derek Mitchell 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 14-year-old male, a 
student at Jupiter (Florida) High School. 
 
BACKGROUN 
MOON PHASE: Waxing Gibbous, 76% of 
the Moon was illuminated. Full Moon, August 
5, 2009. 
ENVIRONMENT: Spanish Cay is a three-mile long island in the Northern Abacos. 
DISTANCE FROM SUPPORT BOAT: 10 feet 
 
NARRATIVE: Derek Mitchell his father, Dale, and some neighbors were spearfishing when 
they noticed a couple of sharks close by. When one of the spearfishers caught a fish, a bull 
shark caught the scent and headed towards Derek and Dale. The shark turned away, but 
seconds later it turned around and grabbed Derek’s calf. "I didn't even know I got bitten, I 
thought I just got bumped by the shark, it didn't even go through my mind 'til I saw some 
blood," said Derek. Dale and some of other spearfishers used their spears to drive the 
shark away. 
 
INJURY: The teen’s lower right leg was bitten. His Achilles tendon was destroyed and he 
sustained multiple lacerations to the anterior leg and an avulsion injury to the posterior leg. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Derek was taken on board the boat where his father wrapped 
a shirt around his wound to control blood loss. A plane was chartered which flew the 
injured teen to Palm 
International Airport 
where paramedics were 
standing by. The teen 
was transported to St. 
Mary's Medical Center, 
where he underwent 
surgery to clean and 
close the wound.   
 
Afterwards, to overcome 
any lingering emotional 
trauma, Dave Salmoni of 
the television series 
Savaged, arranged for 
Derek and Dale to meet 
with shark behaviorist Dr. 
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Erich Ritter who  was able to explain the shark’s behavior to them. Six weeks after the 
accident, they free-dived again and the accident site, and three weeks later, Salmoni 
arranged for a cage dive with dozens of sharks with Stuart Cove in the Bahamas. Derek 
made a full physical and emotional recovery. 
 
SPECIES: The accident involved a bull shark. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Dr. Erich Ritter, Global Shark Accident File 
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