
ACTIVITY: Stand-Up Paddle surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2009.07.11.a 
DATE: Saturday July 11, 2009 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Pacific Ocean at San Onofre on the next reef 
south of Dog Patch, Orange County, California, USA. 
 
NAME: Brian Hovnanian 
DESCRIPTION: He is a  -year-old Caucasian male from Newport Beach. He is 6'1" tall and 
weighs 215 lbs. He was wearing bright-colored Quiksilver surf trunks. 
BOARD: A 9'0" Hovie Stand-Up Paddleboard [SUP] four fin, white bottom, yellow rails, and 
was attached to the board by a surf leash. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 08h56, San Onofre recorded clear skies and visibility of 10 miles. The air 
temperature was 73ºF, dew point 60.1ºF, humidity 64%, sea level pressure 29.97 in and no 
wind. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, July 7, 2009. Last Quarter, July 15, 2009. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was glassy calm and the water temperature was 68ºF. 
Underwater visibility was four to five feet. 
ENVIRONMENT: The ocean floor consisted of sand and small rocks. There was no kelp, 
deep channel or drop-off in the immediate vicinity. No marine animals were present and no 
unusual behavior of fish or birds was observed, nor was anyone fishing or spearfishing. 
During the previous two months, Hovnanian, who paddle-surfs at the location “a couple of 
times a week” observed many five– to six-foot sharks leaping completely out of the water at 
this location.  
DISTANCE TROM SHORE: 50 yards 
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DEPTH OF WATER: Six feet 
TIME: 08h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Brian Hovnanian had been paddle-surfing for about 90 minutes and was 
paddle-surfing with Lance E. on the reef south of Dog Patch. “I had not seen any [sharks] 
today, and did not see this one coming,” he said. 
 
“We both had just ridden waves in from a nice set. As I was paddling out, my friend was 
paddling about 30 feet behind me when all of a sudden it felt like something hit the back of 
my SUP, then slammed into the back of my left calf, forcing me to lose my balance and I fell 
backwards. The shark was now on top of my SUP and I was flung backwards on top of the 
shark, as it was on my board. The shark slithered off the board back into the water. This all 
happened so fast, and I believe when I fell on the shark, I scared it and it tried to get away 
from the board and me.”  
 
“I still had my paddle in my hand, jumped to my feet on my board, and looked at my leg, to 
notice nothing had happened to my body, or board. By now my friend had paddled quickly to 
me and could not believe what he had just seen right in front of him. Made sure I was OK, 
luckily I was … I then paddled back out to the line up and caught a wave from the next set 
and paddled in thinking how lucky I was.” 
 
INJURY: No injury 
 
SPECIES: Hovnanian thought the incident involved either a mako shark or white shark, and 
the fish was five feet in length. “I'm not sure what kind of shark it was, but it did have a gray 
back and white underside,” he said. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Ralph Collier 
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