
Bruce Klinker 

ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2009.04.19 
DATE: Sunday April 19, 2009 
LOCATION: The accident took place in the Atlantic Ocean 
in the Carlin Park area of Jupiter, Palm Beach County, 
Florida, USA. 
26.9°N, 80.1°W  
 
NAME: Bruce Klinker 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 52-year-old male from Candia, 
New Hampshire, an insurance claims handler who has 
been surfing for 12 years. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 15h53, West Palm Beach recorded mostly cloudy skies and visibility of 10 
miles. The air temperature was 80.1°F, dew point 60.1 F, humidity 50%, sea level pressure 
30.02 in (falling) and wind direction was SE at 13.8.mph. 
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter, April 17, 2009. New Moon, April 24, 2009. 
ENVIRONMENT: Carlin Park is just south of Jupiter Inlet. The town of Jupiter located on the 
northern edge of Palm Beach County and is 85 miles north of Miami.  
TIME: Just before 15h45 
 
NARRATIVE: Bruce Klinker was surfing with his daughter, Bridgitte Ochsner of Portland, 
Maine. He had ridden a wave inshore but as he paddled between the first and second 
break, a shark, bit his foot. “I was still on my board and just pulled my foot up instinctively 
and looked back to make sure that there was still a foot there, and it was. But I knew I had 
to get to shore,” says Klinker. He turned and began paddling back to his daughter, yelling 
out that he was bitten. He yelled at swimmers to get out of the water as he paddled back to 
shore. 
 
INJURY: Three tendons were severed in his left foot and a nerve was permanently 
damaged. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Lifeguards 
attempted to stem the bleeding on his 
injured foot by wrapping it with towels. 
Paramedics then arrived and treated the 
surfer on the beach before transferring 
him to Jupiter Medical Center where his 
injury was surgically repaired. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified 
 
SOURCES: http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2009/04/20/Surfer-bitten-in-Florida-shark-attack/
UPI-93671240247944/   
http://www.concordmonitor.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090422/NEWS01/904220334 
http://www.wmur.com/news/19235727/detail.html 
et al 
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