
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2009.04.17 
DATE: Friday April 17, 2009 
LOCATION: The incident took 
place in the Atlantic Ocean at 
Walton Rocks, St. Lucie County, 
Florida, USA. 
 
NAME: Alexander Wagner 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 31-year-
old male from West Palm Beach 
who has been surfing for six 
years. He is a commercial 
refrigeration specialist. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 12h15, West 
Palm Beach recorded mostly 
cloudy skies and visibility of 10 miles. The air temperature was 77°F, dew point 54°F, 
humidity 45%, sea level pressure 30.17 inches (falling), and wind direction was ENE at13.8 
mph.  
MOON PHASE: Waning Gibbous, 47% of the Moon was illuminated. New Moon, April 24, 
2009. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was murky. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 200 yards 
TIME: 13h15 
 
NARRATIVE: Alexander Wagner was surfing alone an unguarded beach. He had been in 
the water about 45 minutes when he went to go under a breaking wave and felt a bump on 
his side. Seconds later he was bitten by the shark. "I really didn't feel the bite because it was 
so quick," he said. Wagner paddled to shore. "That's the only thing that kind of scared me," 
he said of the bleeding. 
 
INJURY: The surfer sustained puncture wounds to his left forearm and wrist. A St. Lucie 
County Sheriff's Office report indicates the punctures were in a "4 to 5 inch arch." 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Wagner called 911 to report the incident. He sought medical 
attention in West Palm Beach, received antibiotics and a tetanus shot, but no stitches. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified but Wagner estimated the shark was two to three feet in length. 
 
SOURCES: TC Palm, April 17, 2009, http://www.tcpalm.com/news/2009/apr/17/surfer-
reports-shark-bit-south-fpl-nuclear-power-p/ 
 

Orlando Sentinel, http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/sfl-shark-bite-
surfer-bn042109,0,7625416.story 

© Global Shark Accident File, 2009. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 

Google 


