
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2009.01.11.b 
DATE: Sunday January 11, 2009 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Tasman Sea at Baileys Rocks, Binalong 
Bay, Tasmania, Australia. 
 
NAME: Hannah Mighall 
DESCRIPTION: A 13-year-old female from 
Scamander. She was wearing a leash 
attached to her ankle. 
SURFBOARD: A blue, white and yellow 
trifin with grey fins. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: It was hot sunny day with was 
a light offshore breeze. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, January 11, 2009 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was crystal clear with three- to four-foot surf. 
ENVIRONMENT: Binalong Bay is situated at the southern end of the Bay of Fires. Two 
days prior to the incident an “immense amount” of krill-like creatures washed up onto the 
Binalong main beach. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 60 metres 
DEPTH OF WATER: 2.4 metres [8 feet] 
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Hannah Mighall and her rescuer Syb Mundy with 
her shark-bitten surfboard.  



TIME: 15h45 
 
NARRATIVE: Hannah Mighall and her 33-
year-old cousin, Syb Mundy, had been 
surfing for about 45 minutes. Syb had just 
caught a wave and Hannah was sitting on 
her board, facing seawards, waiting for him 
to come back when she looked down and 
saw a big dark shadow at her leg. “It’s head 
seem so big, about a metre wide,” she 
remembers. Then she felt a bit of pressure 
above and below her knee, “like someone 
squeezing my leg”, she said. The shark 
dragged the girl underwater twice before 
Syb reached the scene on his surfboard and 
hit the shark which was still latched onto 
Hannah’s leg. The shark let go, but as 
Hannah was about to get onto Syb’s board, 
the shark grabbed her surfboard and she 
was dragged underwater by her leg rope. 
Then the rope broke, Syb put her on his 
surfboard and paddled with her to shore. 
The shark kept circling them as they made 
their way to the beach. 
 
INJURY: Severe lacerations to lower right 
leg. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Ian Hollingsworth was surfing 20 to 40 metres away and 
witnessed the accident. Mundy and Hollingsworth carried the injured girl up onto the beach. “I 
got the leg rope off the surfboard and put a tourniquet around her leg,” said Hollingsworth. 
“Then I raced up to the car because I knew I had a lot of towels in the car, and we bandaged 
her leg, and we just got her stabilised on the beach.” Hannah was transported by ambulance 
to St Helens District Hospital, then airlifted to Royal Hobart Hospital where the injury to her 
leg was repaired. “After 420 stitches we stopped counting,” said one of the surgeons. The 
girl's father said she sustained damage to nerves, tendons and muscles, but she is expected 
to make a full recovery. She was discharged from the hospital on January 17, 2009 
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a five-metre white shark. The shark remained in the area for 
at least four hours after it bit Hannah. CSIRO shark biologist Dr John Stevens says the attack 
was probably more exploratory than predatory. “The wounds are not that particularly severe, 
whereas if a white shark was really having a go at you, it would certainly take your leg off 
quite easily,” he said. Like so many others who have been bitten by a shark, Hannah says: “I 
don’t want them to kill that shark. I want the shark to live; I was in its territory.” 
 
COMMENT: The shark could have easily removed Hannah’s leg, but chose not to do so. 
Perhaps the shark was merely curious and the bite was investigatory. Or, the shark might 

© Chris Black, 2009. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or reproduced in 
any form without written permission of the author. 



have been asking her to leave the area and the relatively gentle bite (for a shark of that 
size) effectively communicated the message. 
 
SOURCES: Mail Online, January 18, 2009 
Chris Black, White Pointer South, pages 169-177 
et al 
 
CASE INVESTIGATORS: Phil Kemp and Chris Black, Global Shark Accident File 
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