
ACTIVITY: Swimming 
CASE: GSAF 2009.01.06 
DATE: Tuesday January 6, 2009 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
just south of the Tukituki River mouth at 
Haumoana, Hawke Bay, North Island, 
New Zealand. 
 
NAME: Greg Sims 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 49-year-old 
male from Hastings, a registered nurse. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 16h00, Napier recorded 
visibility of six miles. The air temperature was 71ºF, dew point 60ºF, humidity 59%, sea 
level pressure 29.93 in, and wind direction was East at 11.5 mph. 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, January 5, 2009. 
TIME: 17h30 
 
NARRATIVE: Greg Sims was enjoying a dip just south of the Tukituki River mouth with 
partner Pauline Hayes. “I felt a sharp, painful bite on the back of my leg and couldn't leave 
the surf fast enough,” he said. “I screamed at Pauline to get out of the water, she just stood 
there not comprehending what had happened.” Having swum at the spot for 40 years 
without incident, the encounter was not enough to scare him off, he said. "What are the 
chances of it happening twice?" 
 
INJURY: The swimmer was bitten on the posterior thigh. “There appears to be a semi-
circular jaw impression which indicates a shark bite,” said Department of Conservation 
scientist Clinton Duffy.  
 
FIRST AID: He fashioned a tourniquet from his towel and two drove to Hawke's Bay 
Hospital. 
 
SPECIES: Clinton Duffy told the media that the incident most likely involved a broadnose 
sevengill shark, Notorhynchus cepedianus. “This is a common large coastal shark species, 
which is most abundant near shore at this time of year.” 
 
SOURCES: Mark Story, Hawkes Bay Today, January 8, 2009, 
http://www.hbtoday.co.nz/localnews/storydisplay.cfm?storyid=3793419&thesection=localne
ws&thesubsection=&thesecondsubsection=Shark bites, but swimmer not shy  
 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/4812920a11.html 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Richard Weeks, Global Shark Accident File 

Greg Sims displays his torn shorts  
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