
ACTIVITY: Yacht race 
CASE: GSAF 2008.12.27.d 
DATE: Saturday December 27, 2009 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
near Schouten Island, Tasmania, 
Australia. 
 
YACHT: Australian maxi Wild Oats XI  
 
BACKGROUND 
TIME: 18h40 
 
NARRATIVE: The accident occurred 
during the Sydney to Hobart yacht 
race. The shark became entangled in the Wild Oats XI’s  aft rudder, forcing the yacht to 
slow. The shark was able to disentangle itself and swam away apparently unharmed. The  
Wild Oats XI was able to sail on and win the race. 
 
INJURY: No injury to occupants 
 
SPECIES: Not identified but the shark was about two metres (6.5 feet in length). 
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Wild Oats overcomes shark 
 

SYDNEY to Hobart race favourite Wild Oats XI overcame a shark collision and rival Skandia to 
lead the blue water classic late last night. 
 
At 10pm, Skandia found itself struggling in a two-knot breeze while Wild Oats continued to make 
good time and was drawing away. 
 
Skandia had led the race for most of yesterday before Wild Oats XI started making up ground late 
yesterday afternoon. 
 
Then, just as it had overtaken Skandia, the three-time race winner was hit by a two-metre shark. 
 
The shark hit the forward rudder of the multimillion-dollar, high-tech boat and bounced back to the 
aft rudder, which caused the crew to immediately stop racing to assess potential damage. 
 
Wild Oats XI navigator Ian Burns said: "We had a short pitstop to clear a six-foot shark that we hit; 
it got stuck around our aft rudder but we are now back on course. 
 
"It swam away apparently unscathed and we are now flying along." 
 
The potential race-ending incident happened at 6.40pm, when the two boats were about 60 
nautical miles east of Shouten Island and just shy of 100 nautical miles from the finish at Hobart. 
 
Wild Oats XI had just overtaken Skandia, racing at about 20 knots when the collision occurred, 
causing concern among the crew. 
 
However, after a quick inspection, Wild Oats XI returned to racing and continued its day long 
battle with Skandia, passing it soon after. 
 
Despite losing the lead, the crew of Skandia remained upbeat with navigator Graeme Taylor 
saying "It's still a long way to go." 
 
Several years ago, it was Skandia retiring from the Sydney to Hobart race when she hit a huge 
sunfish. 
 
Burns said Wild Oats XI had made solid gains - at one point making up seven nautical miles on 
race-leader Skandia. 
 
"We have at stages reached up to 28 or 29 knots and we passed Skandia and this has keep the 
crew up … but it is still likely to be a long night, " Burns said. 
 
In a sneaky cat-and-mouse chase in blustery conditions across Bass Strait yesterday afternoon, 
the two 30-metre boats were watching each other through a heavy sea mist and manoeuvring 
tactically in quick response to sail changes or moves away from the other. 
 
Such was the closeness of the race, the crews could eye each other across the swell. 
 
"It is gybe for gybe all the way down," Burns said. 
 
Skandia's skipper Grant Wharington was thrilled when winds rose above 20 knots at various 
stages. 
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In a major development in the 628-nautical-mile race, Skandia pegged back the early lead 
established by Wild Oats XI as it flew through Sydney Heads on Boxing Day and the mass of 
spectator craft by choosing to chase a current of about four knots further out to sea just before 
reaching Eden/ 
 
A race record will be set if the boats, locked in a fierce high seas State of Origin battle, finish 
before 7.40am today, a factor that will come down to the wind or lack of it in the 11-nautical-mile 
stretch of the Derwent River to Constitution Dock in Hobart. 
 
Before the start of the race, Wharington deliberately reduced the size of Skandia's sails to make 
the super maxi a lower-rated boat and more suited to the Tattersalls overall handicap honours 
rather than the line honours. Wharington said Skandia would only have to finish within four hours 
of Wild Oats XI to beat her on handicap. 
 
Wild Oats XI made significant changes to her ballast and has a lighter keel this year, which may 
have hurt her in the stronger winds. 
 
Last night, there was a closeknit group of yachts well behind the leaders. They included the yachts 
ASM Shockwave 5, Ichi Ban, Cougar II, Limit and Black Jack. 
 
As of last night, three boats had withdrawn from the 100 starters. 
 
Georgia sunk off Jervis Bay with its 14 crew taking to liferafts in a shuttle to another yacht Merit 
and Ian Kiernan's Sanyo Maris retired after damaging a gooseneck, connecting the boom to the 
mast. 
Kiernan said he was very disappointed, especially as it was the first time he had competed in the 
race since the tragic 1998 event. 
 
"The damage wasn't repairable out here, so with regret we retired at around 1am," he said. 
The boat was motoring back to its Mosman berth. 
 
Then, just before 4pm yesterday the Lake Macquarie boat Inner Circle, a Farr 40, retired after its 
generator failed. 
 
SOURCE: Jacquelin Magnay, Sydney Morning Herald, December 28, 2008 
http://www.smh.com.au/news/sport/heavyweights-slug-it-out/2008/12/27/1229998788689.html 
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Wild Oats XI ploughs on in Sydney Hobart after hitting shark 
 
SYDNEY (AFP) — Australian maxi Wild Oats XI collided with a large shark but still held a narrow 
lead over Skandia nearing the finish of the Sydney to Hobart yacht race late Saturday. 
 
Line honours favourite Wild Oats XI had just overtaken Skandia after swapping the race lead for 
much of Saturday when it struck the two-metre (6.5 feet) shark near Schouten Island on 
Tasmania's east coast at about 6:40pm AEDT (0740 GMT), the crew said. 
 
Iain Burns, the yacht's navigator, said the shark became entangled in the boat's aft rudder, forcing 
Wild Oats XI to slow before the shark was able to disentangle itself. 
 
"The shark swam away apparently unharmed before Wild Oats XI was able to sail on," organisers 
said. 
 
Wild Oats XI, chasing its fourth consecutive line honours win in the blue water classic, led ahead 
of the run up the wide Derwent River to the Hobart finish line. 
 
To beat the race record of one day 18 hours 40 minutes and 10 seconds, the line honours winner 
will have to cross the line in the Tasmanian capital before 7:40am AEDT (2040 GMT) Sunday. 
 
Wild Oats XI skipper, Mark Richards, said late Saturday his boat was closing in on Tasman Island 
for the Derwent River run to the finish. 
 
"As we've seen in the past, lots of races have been won and lost there," Richards told the 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation. 
 
Skandia's skipper, Grant Wharington, said his boat was trying to upset Wild Oats XI's bid for a 
record fourth consecutive line honours win. 
 
Skandia's navigator, Graeme Taylor, said late Saturday that Wharington had made some crucial 
judgments on the current and wind shifts in this year's race. 
 
"The battle up the Derwent is yet to come. If you see Lady Luck please put in a good word for 
Skandia," Taylor said. 
 
With a favourable trailing wind up the Derwent River, race experts are tipping the maxis to cross 
the finish line about 7:00am AEDT (2000 GMT). 
 
Earlier Saturday, the crew of race yacht Georgia was rescued after hitting trouble overnight. 
Georgia, a 53-footer, was the first of the 100 starters to retire from the blue water classic after it 
struck an unidentified object late on Friday, suffering rudder damage and taking on water, 
organisers said. 
 
Fellow competitor Telecoinabox Merit came to Georgia's assistance, picking up the crew of 14, 
who were later transferred to a police vessel, which ferried them to nearby Batemans Bay on the 
New South Wales south coast. 
 
Another yacht, Sanyo Maris, became the second retiree a few hours later after suffering a broken 
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gooseneck, which connects the mast to the boom. 
 
The 40-foot yacht, Inner Circle, became the third retirement late Saturday with a damaged 
generator. 
 
Secret Mens Business 1 was leading the race on handicap. 
 
SOURCE: AFP, http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5j2mmypaWY07bPNqw-
Kkoe8inTuRA 

 

Defending champions Wild Oats XI win Sydney to Hobart race 

Australian maxi yacht Wild Oats XI won the 64th Sydney to Hobart race for a record fourth 
time Sunday, just narrowly missing out on breaking its own race record time.  

  
The 30-metre maxi finished the 
628-nautical mile race down the 
Australian eastern seaboard in one 
day 20 hours 34 minutes and 14 
seconds.  
 
Wild Oats XI holds the race record 
of one day 18 hours 40 minutes 10 
seconds set in its 2005 win. The 
record was under threat up until 
early Sunday when the prevailing 
winds subsided in the Derwent 
River.  
 
Another maxi, 2003 winner Skan-
dia, finished second, one hour and seven minutes behind Wild Oats XI, while Quest was leading 
the race on handicap.  
 
Sunday's record-breaking triumph was not without incident. The Mark Richards-skippered vessel 
was forced to stop temporarily late Saturday to free a two-metre (6.5 foot) shark from its rudder.  
Richards said the collision with the shark proved a godsend. He said his boat had underperformed 
after picking something up on its keel leaving Sydney Harbour on Friday.  
 
Richards said having to stop and reverse to clear the shark also removed whatever was dragging 
on the yacht.  
 
"The second we got him off, the boat was back to its old self," Richards told reporters.  
He said his crew knew upon leaving Sydney Harbour there was something impeding the yacht.  
 
The skipper said he had contemplated sending a crew member over the side to inspect the keel.  
"But we just never stopped. When you are doing 20-25 knots all the time it's a hard thing to work 
out what to actually do," he said.  
 
"So we were waiting for the opportunity but in the end we didn't have one - we had to do it any-
way." 
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Wild Oats XI crew member Peter Shipway said competitors Skandia had them worried throughout 
the blue water classic.  
 
"She was very competitive against us and we just couldn't nail her for a long, long while," Shipway 
said.  
 
"It was only yesterday (Saturday) when it (winds) got a bit light and flukey that we got in front of 
her."  
 
Skandia led Wild Oats XI for much of the race but its slight advantage was wiped out late Saturday.  
"Once they sailed up to us when the wind shut down last night we knew that was going to be the 
end of the fun," Skandia skipper Grant Wharington said.  
 
This year Wild Oats XI did not have a major international maxi to compete against, with the ongo-
ing Volvo Ocean Race depriving the Australian event of some powerful overseas entrants.  
 
Ichi Ban was third across the line ahead of ASM Shockwave 5 and Limit with the remainder of the 
2008 fleet expected to finish the race in the coming days.  

SOURCE: The Telegraph, December 28, 2008, 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/othersports/sailing/3981469/Defending-champions-Wild-Oats-XI-
win-Sydney-to-Hobart-race.html 
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