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ACTIVITY: Shark fishing 
CASE: GSAF 2008.12.10 
DATE: Wednesday December 10, 2008 
LOCATION: The incident took place at Lookout Beach 
Rocks in Plettenberg Bay, Western Cape Province, South 
Africa. 
 
NAME: Luke Parker 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 15-year-old male from Mill Park, 
Port Elizabeth. 
 

BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 20h00, George recorded mostly cloudy 
skies and visibility of 12 miles [20 km]. The air 
temperature was 66ºF [19ºC], dew point 64ºF [18ºC], 
humidity 90%, sea level pressure 30.01 inches 
[1016 hPa], and wind direction was  ESE at 6.9 mph 
[11.1 km/h]. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, December 12, 2008 
TIME: 20h00 
 

NARRATIVE: Luke Parker, Guy Moorcroft and Ricardo do Pinheiro, all Grade 10 students 
on holiday, were fishing for sharks. We were using steel traces and mullet heads for bait,” 
said Parker. “We went there at about 5 p.m. and, at about 8 p.m., Guy hooked something 
big. At first we thought it was a giant stingray, because it was very strong but quite sluggish. 
Guy fought it for one and a half hours from the rocks right across the Beacon Isle beach.” 
 

Halfway across the beach, some helpful onlookers shone a spotlight out onto the water and 
they realized it was a shark. Eventually, opposite the National Sea Rescue Institute (NSRI) 
headquarters, Moorcroft managed to reel the shark into the shallows. Worried that the line 
was going to snap and certain that the shark must be exhausted by this stage, Parker 
charged in the water and grabbed the shark by its tail, but the shark wriggled free. Parker 
retreated, then the line snapped. Moorcroft charged in the water and grabbed the shark by 
the tail. The three boys were up to their thighs in the night-time surf. 
 

“The shark was obviously tired. Although the line had snapped, the shark was just lying 
there in the surf. We didn‘t think it would bite,” said Parker.  As a wave washed across them, 
the shark whipped around and grabbed Parker‘s left knee. “It didn‘t hurt straight away,” 
Parker stated. “I shouted and started to run out of the water. I remember Guy trying to pull 
the shark away from my leg, but the shark had hold of my shorts and was pulling me down. I 
think I fell over in the water, but somehow I managed to make it to the shore.” 
 

INJURY: Lacerations to left and right knees, right thigh and hip. 
 

FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The NSRI scrambled to the rescue. Parker was picked up and 
carried into their emergency medical room. A doctor at hand stopped the bleeding and 
treated him for shock. He was then driven to the doctor‘s rooms where the wounds were 
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repaired with 47 stitches 
 

SPECIES: A 100-kg, two-metre raggedtooth shark. 
 

NOTE: This was a provoked incident; it involved a hooked shark. 
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