
ACTIVITY: Fishing 
CASE: GSAF 2008.10.12 
DATE: Sunday October 12, 2008 
LOCATION: The incident took place in Darwin 
Harbor, Northern Territory, Australia 
 
NAME: Geoff Johnson 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 50-year-old male from 
Wanguri. 
 
NARRATIVE: See press clippings 
 
SPECIES: A 1.8-metre reef shark 
 
NOTE: This is a provoked incident; it involved a 
hooked shark. 
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Darwin Harbour 



 

Darwin fisherman Geoff Johnson hooked in battle with reef shark 
 

A MAN says he lost "litres" of blood from a gash in his leg after an encounter with a shark off 
Darwin Harbour.  
 
Geoff Johnson, 50, needed 30 stitches 
in his right leg after his run-in with a 
1.8m reef shark he hooked while out 
fishing with his partner Jacky Lamb.  
 
Mr Johnson, of Wanguri, reeled in the 
fish and tried to grab it by the tail so he 
could free the hook from its mouth. But 
the shark fought back, biting Mr 
Johnson on his right knee, the Northern 
Territory News reports.  
 
The fishing hook then became stuck in 
his leg, and as the shark thrashed 
around, the hook ripped a huge gash in 
the his leg. "I just pulled it on board and 
thrashed around a little bit and the hook sliced my leg," he said. "The hook did more damage than 
the shark. There was blood going everywhere. I reckon I would have lost litres. I had to lay down 
and Jacky had to drive the boat back in."  
 
It took the couple about 45 minutes to make it back to shore, where Ken O’Brien and Chris Young, 
who had just come in from their own fishing trip, ran to help.  
 
A female employee from the Darwin Trailer Boat Club also gave first aid.  
Mr Johnson said he wanted to thank them in the true Territory way - by buying them a beer.  
 
SOURCE: Matt Cunningham, Northern Territory News. October 14, 2008,  
http://www.news.com.au/story/0,27574,24494000-421,00.html 

© Global Shark Accident File, 2008. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or  
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 



 

Fisherman lands nasty surprise when shark bites back 
 
A fisherman got more than he bargained for when a reef shark fought back afterbeing caught in 
northern Australia. 
 
Geoff Johnson, a 50-year-old chef, was on a leisurely Sunday fishing trip in Darwin with his part-
ner Jacky Lamb when he hooked the 6ft (1.8m) shark. But when he tried to land the fish, it bit 
back, leaving him with a gaping holein his leg. 
 
The bizarre attack occurred as Mr Johnson lifted the shark out of the water. When he tried to grab 
it by the tail so as to release the hook, it swung around and bit him on his right leg – leaving the 
giant fishing hook wedged in his knee. 
 
As the shark thrashed around, the hook sliced open Mr Johnson's leg just below the right knee 
and turned the couple's fishing boat into a blood bath.  
 
Mr Johnson, who lost two litres of blood, told the Northern Territory News that the shark's hook 
was worse than its bite. "I just pulled it on board and it thrashed around a little bit and the hook 
sliced my leg," he said. "The hook did more damage than the shark." 
 
Ms Lamb said there was so much blood it looked as if somebody had been murdered. "It was 
pretty damn scary, there was blood everywhere," Ms Lamb told Times Online. "The blood was just 
shooting out of his leg. It happened so quickly." 
 
As the couple were alone, anchored about 45 minutes out to sea and with no mobile phones on 
board, Ms Lamb had to cut the rope on the anchor and immediately drive the boat back while Mr 
Johnson lay on the deck in agony. 
 
When they arrived back to the Darwin Trailer Boat Club, Mr Johnson limped ashore holding a 
bloody towel against his leg, to the surprise of onlookers. 
 
Two men who had just returned from a fishing trip ran to Mr Johnson's aid, putting him in the back 
of their car and driving him to hospital where he received 30 stitches. 
 
Despite his injury, Mr Johnson, a chef at the local naval base, returned to work on Tuesday. "He 
took yesterday (Monday) off because he was feeling a bit sluggish," Ms Lamb said. “He's got 
stitches in his leg and he's a bit limpy and a bit light headed, but he went back to work today. He's 
a bloody idiot if you ask me." Ms Lamb, who managed to catch a giant trevally just before the 
shark incident, said the couple regularly go fishing on their days off, but nothing like this had ever 
happened to them. "And hopefully never will again," she said. 
 
The reef shark, which belongs to a variety of sharks commonly found in tropical waters, has since 
been disposed of. 
 
SOURCE: Sophie Tedmanson, October 14, 2008 
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A FISHERMAN has told how he lost two litres of blood after an encounter with a shark in a 
harbour. 
 
Geoff Johnson, 50, needed 30 stitches in his 
right leg after his run-in with the 1.8m reef 
shark. He hooked the shark while out fishing 
with his partner, Jacky Lamb, in Darwin Har-
bour. 
 
Mr Johnson, of Wanguri, reeled in the fish and 
tried to grab it by the tail so he could free the 
hook from its mouth about 3pm on Sunday, the 
Northern Territory News reports.  
 
But the shark fought back, biting Mr Johnson on 
his right knee.  
 
The fishing hook then became stuck in his leg, 
and as the shark thrashed around, the hook 
ripped a huge gash in the his leg.  
 
"I just pulled it on board and thrashed around a 
little bit and the hook sliced my leg," he said.  
 
"The hook did more damage than the shark."  
 
Mr Johnson said blood started gushing out of 
the huge gash below his knee.  
 
"I told Jacky to cut the rope on the anchor," he 
said.  
 
"There was blood going everywhere.  
 
"I reckon I would have lost litres. I had to lay 
down and Jacky had to drive the boat back in."  
 
Ms Lamb said she was shocked by the sight of 
Mr Johnson's blood.  
 
"It looked like somebody had been murdered," 
she said. 
 
SOURCE: The Daily Telegraph, October 14, 
2008; http://www.news.com.au/dailytelegraph/
story/0,,24494241-5001021,00.html 
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