
ACTIVITY: Fishing for prawns 
CASE: GSAF 2008.09.15 
DATE: Monday September 15, 2008 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Arafura Sea near 
Croker Island, about 20 hours northeast of Darwin, Northern 
Territory, Australia.  
Approximate location: 11º08’S, 132º33’E 
 
NAME: Quentin Gorrell 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 43-year-old male from Melbourne. A 
marine engineer, he has spent the annual six-month prawn 
season trawling northern waters for the past 20 years. 
BOAT: The steel prawn trawler, Xanadu I, owned by Vee Jay 
Fisheries in Western Australia. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 09h00 (CST), Croker Island recorded partly 
cloudy skies and visibility of 11 miles [18 km]. The air temperature was 80°F [27°C], dew 
point 73°F [23°C], humidity 73%, sea level pressure 29.97 inches [1015 hPa], and no wind. 
MOON PHASE: Full Moon, September 15, 2008 
ENVIRONMENT: Croker Island lies where the Arafura Sea meets the Timor Sea to the east 
of Coburg Peninsula.  
TIME: 14h30? 
 
NARRATIVE: The shark had been caught in the turtle and shark exclusion device that stops 
unwanted marine life getting into the nets. Quentin Gorrell was wrestling the shark, trying to 
free it “and it swung around and got me,”' he said. 
 
The trawler sped to Darwin but got stuck in the mud at low tide and almost rolled on its side 
less than 50m from docking at Fishermans Wharf. Holding his bloodied, bandaged hand, 
the injured crewman said that when he saw Fisherman's Wharf in Darwin about 10h00 
Tuesday he was “extremely happy'“. But then the boat got stuck on the seabed at an 
awkward slant, sparking fears it would roll. “We got totally bogged and could feel we were 
starting to go over,” Mr Gorrell said. “We were preparing to abandon the vessel and sealed 
all the waterproof hatches just in case we did. We couldn't believe it ... the wharf was 
seriously spitting distance away. It was a case of so close but so far.” While Mr. Gorrell was 
being treated in hospital the five other crew stuck it out on the stranded boat as they waited 
for the tide to come back in. They finally refloated the Xanadu I — about 16h00 [4pm] and 
moved into the Duck Pond marina for the night. 
 
INJURY: Mr. Gorrell’s right hand was lacerated. The tendons in his right index finger were 
“ripped to the bone,” he said. “It almost took my finger off from the second joint. It was a 
combination of shock and fear at first, and then the pain set in. It was very messy and there 
was a lot of blood - I just went cold white,'“ he said. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: The injured man was escorted to shore in a police dinghy 
before being taken to Royal Darwin Hospital for treatment. He was treated in the emergency 
ward at RDH and was to undergo surgery to his hand on Tuesday. Mr Gorrell said, pending 
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how his surgery goes, he and the crew hope to get back to business and be out on the 
water again late Wednesday night. 
 
SPECIES: Bronze whaler shark. 
 
SOURCE: Northern Territory News, September 18, 2008, 
http://www.ntnews.com.au/article/2008/09/18/5971_ntnews.html 
 
NOTE: This is a provoked Incident; it involved a netted shark. 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Terry Peake, Global Shark Accident File 
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