
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2008.09.07 
DATE: Sunday September 7, 2008 
LOCATION: Clarks Beach, Byron 
Bay, New South Wales, Australia. 
28.6°S,153.6°E  
 
NAME: John Morgan 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 51-year-old 
male. He is the manager of Maddog 
surf shop in Byron Bay.  
BOARD: Morgan was using paddle 
board - similar to a surfboard but 
which is used to catch a wave while 
the rider paddles it with his hands. 
 
BACKGROUND 
SEA CONDITIONS: “The water was 
dirty”, according to the surfer. 
MOON PHASE: First Quarter, 
September 7, 2008 
ENVIRONMENT: Clarks (Clarkes) 
Beach is located between the very 
popular and crowded Main Beach 
and the Pass. North facing it misses 
most of the strong winter weather 
patterns entering from the south and 
enjoys stunning conditions most of 
the year. Clarks beach is patrolled 
with an extra lifesaving team in the 
Summer. The Pass is the small gap 
between Fisherman’s Lookout and the main headland, it’s more a surf spot than an actual 
beach. It enjoys being Byron Bay’s and the region’s premier surfing location. Waves have 
been known to peal off for hundreds of metres. 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 200 to 300 metres 
TIME: 12h00 
 
NARRATIVE: The surfer was trying his new board when a shark became tangled in his leg 
surfboard leash. "I had just come off a wave when I saw a large swirl of water," he said. "I 
was then suddenly hauled backwards ... like I was riding behind a powerful jet ski." 
 
Mr Morgan said he clung to his board as the shark towed him backwards for about 50 
metres. He said he was "freaked" but waited for the shark to free itself, and just hoped it 
wouldn't return to attack him. "I think the shark was as scared as I was,” said the surfer. Mr. 
Morgan said he paddled in quickly after the incident. Once the surfer reached shore, he 
notified the lifeguard about the shark. "I also rang my wife and eight-year-old son and told 
them what happened before heading to the hospital to be treated for shock," he said. 

 

Morgan with his son, Hunter 
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Looking down Cape Byron. Clarks Beach is on the left, Main Beach is on the right.  

INJURY: The surfer was not injured by the shark. 
 
SPECIES: “I couldn't make out what type of shark it was, but I knew from the splashing 
white water that it was roughly eight to 10 foot," said Mr. Morgan. A search by lifeguards and 
police failed to find the shark. Random patrols of local beaches will continue.  
 
SOURCES: http://www.citynews.ca/news/news_26663.aspx 
http://news.smh.com.au/national/large-shark-drags-surfer-like-jet-ski-20080908-4c6l.html 
Mailonline.com, September 8, 2008, http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-
1053522/Surfer-towed-sea-shark-tangled-rope-board.html 
 
 

© Global Shark Accident File, 2008. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or  
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 


