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ACTIVITY: Treading water 
CASE: GSAF 2008.08.16 
DATE: Saturday August 16, 2008 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Caribbean Sea off Buck Island, St. Croix, US 
Virgin Islands. 
 
NAME: Elizabeth Riggs 
DESCRIPTION: She is a 38-year-old 
female. She is 5'10" tall, weighs 160 pounds 
and was wearing a black bikini. She was not 
wearing any jewelry and did not have her 
menstrual period. 
BOAT: A 28-foot Bristol sail boat with a dark 
blue hull and black bottom. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was clear, and there 
was no wind. At 18h53, St. Croix recorded 
partly cloudy skies and visibility of 10 miles 
[16.1 km]. The air temperature was 82.4°F [28°C], dew point 73.4°F [23°C], humidity 74%, 
sea level pressure 29.90 invhes [1012.5 hPa], and wind direction was ENE at 5.8mph [9.3 
km/h].  
MOON PHASE: Full Moon 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea surface was flat and the water was crystal clear. 
ENVIRONMENT: Buck Island is a 176-acre island off the northeast corner of St. Croix. 
Buck Island Reef National Monument is one of a few fully marine protected areas in the 
National Park System. Its coral reef ecosystem supports a large variety of native flora and 
fauna. At this time of year many hawksbill turtle hatchlings are entering the water. Juvenile 
lemon sharks are common in the area. A few weeks prior to the incident and in violation of 
National Park regulations, lemon sharks were lured into the area for underwater 
photographers using squid and there were rumors that other species of sharks had also 
been chummed within the park using 50- to 75-lb chunks of beef.   
 

Nobody was fishing prior to the accident, nor were any dolphins or diving birds observed. 
The incident took place over a white sandy bottom.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 50 feet 
DEPTH OF WATER: 20 feet 
TIME: “Around sunset” [Sunset occurred at 18h44] 
 
NARRATIVE: Elizabeth Riggs and a friend had been swimming and snorkeling off a boat 
for about an hour and observed snappers. They went back in the water for about 10 
minutes and then swam back to the boat. The boat had no ladder, but Elizabeth’s friend 
climbed onboard and was about to help her climb onboard. She was alone in the water, 
hanging off the side of the boat, when she saw a large shadow moving toward her under 
the water. "I've seen sharks before, but this was different. He certainly was not just cruising 
by," she said. As she attempted to pull herself into the boat, the shark swam beneath her 
then tilted its head upwards toward her foot, and bit it. "It felt like a little dog nip, but when I 
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got into the boat, I saw the extent of the bite," she said. "It looked like I stepped on a land 
mine." 
 
INJURY: Lacerations to anterior left foot. 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Riggs and her friend made the long sail back to Cheney Bay 
where their cars were parked. Once there, she was taken in a kayak to shore, carried to 
the car and transported to Luis Hospital, where she received 175 stitches to close the 
wounds to her foot. Her stitches are to be removed on Tuesday, September 9, 2008. 
 
SPECIES: Elizabeth said the shark had wide blunt head and was about eight feet in length. 
Later she was told a large bull shark is frequently seen in the area where the incident took 
place. 
 
SOURCE: Interview with Elizabeth Riggs by Marie Levine on September 7, 2008 
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