
ACTIVITY: Rowing 
CASE: GSAF 2008.07.00 
DATE: Late July 2008 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic 
Ocean off Rock-a-Nore, Hastings, Sussex, United 
Kingdom.  
 
OCCUPANTS: Two 16-year-old males: Luke Jones, of 
Pegwell Close, and James Sequin, of Abbotsfield 
Close. 
BOAT: An inflatable dinghy. 
 
BACKGROUND 
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: 100 metres. 
 
NARRATIVE: The teens were practicing for a dinghy 
race. “All of a sudden a wave went over us and this 
huge thing leapt into the boat,” said Luke. “We 
managed to whack it away with our oars and it went 
back into the sea, only to come back for a second time. 
It was more than a metre long and looked like a baby 
shark. We kept whacking it and finally managed to get 
it back into the sea. When we were sure it was dead, 
we hauled it back into the dinghy, got it back to the 
beach and took a picture of it.” 
 
INJURY: No injury to dinghy occupants. 
DAMAGE TO DINGHY: It was reported that the fish's 
teeth had torn the side of the dinghy, damaging it 
irreparably. 
 
SPECIES: The Observer passed a photograph of the  
fish to experts at Blue Reef Aquarium who identified it 
as an adult Starry Smoothhound shark. Aquarium 
manager Jane Wharmby said this type of shark, which 
grows up to 1.5metres, is common to UK waters. “These are not big sharks and they only 
go for prey that know they can tackle,” said Wharmby. “They are non-aggressive and would 
swim away if they came across anyone in the sea. I have never known anyone to be bitten 
by a Starry Smoothhound.” She doubted that the shark was responsible for damaging the 
boys' dinghy, adding: “A dinghy would be too big for the shark and it would simply swim 
away from such a large threat. It only has a small jaw so would be difficult for it to bite the 
dinghy. The reason for it being near the surface might have been because it was sick or 
injured.”  
 
SOURCE: Hastings Observer, August 1, 2008, 
http://www.hastingsobserver.co.uk/newshastings/Teenagers-attacked-by-shark.4348761.jp 
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