
ACTIVITY: Spearfishing 
CASE: GSAF 2008.06.28.b 
DATE: Saturday June 28, 2008 
LOCATION: The incident took place 
in the Atlantic Ocean near the barrier 
reef about 40 minutes north of 
Treasure Cay in the Abaco out 
islands, Bahamas  
 
NAME: Max Briggs 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 42-year-old 
male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter, June 
26, 2008. New Moon, July 7, 2008. 
SEA CONDITIONS: The water was crystal clear and calm. 
ENVIRONMENT: The Abacos, a cluster of islands in the northwest Bahamas, stretch 130 
miles from Walker's Cay to Hole-in-the-Wall. The two main islands, Great Abaco and Little 
Abaco, are fringed on their windward shore by a chain of small cays forming a barrier 
against the Atlantic Ocean. The third largest reef system in the world lies just off shore on 
the east side of the Abacos Cays.   
 

It is not known if any fish were shot immediately prior to the incident. 
DISTANCE FROM SUPPORT BOAT: 50 yards 
DISTANCE FROM OTHER DIVERS: Divers Danny and Walter Neal were 30 yards away. 
Another friend, Frank, was approximately 30 yards away in the other direction. 
DEPTH OF WATER: 15 feet 
TIME: 11h00 
 
NARRATIVE: Max was spearfishing for grouper and snapper. “I spotted a large snapper 
on the bottom and dove down where I proceeded to spear the fish, while still on the 
bottom, 5 seconds after spearing the fish, I was attacked from behind by an approximately 
6-7 foot bull shark,” he remembers. “I felt the pressure and shaking and turned to see the 
shark had my entire lower leg between the knee and 4 inches above the ankle in his 
mouth. I quickly hit the shark in the head with my fist several times and he released me.” 

  
INJURY: Avulsion injury to calf.  
 
FIRST AID: Max surfaced and screamed. Two of the divers, Danny and Walter Neal, 
immediately swam toward him, arriving within seconds. The shark was still circling while 
Danny grabbed Max by the arm and helped him swim to the boat as Walter guarded the 
two men from behind. 
 
In the boat, Danny and Walter wrapped Max’s leg tightly in towels and shirts and applied a 
tourniquet to slow the bleeding. They maintained pressure on Max’s leg and helped keep 
him conscious during the 40-minute boat ride back to Treasure Cay where the fire chief and 
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doctor were waiting. Max was stabilized in Treasure Cay then transported by helicopter 
Jackson Memorial Trauma Center in Miami, Florida, USA.  
 
TREATMENT: At Jackson Memorial Trauma Center the diver received several units of 
blood and surgeons re-attached the calf muscle and the tendons. He remained in the 
hospital for five days. The diver is expected to gain full mobility of his leg.  
 
SPECIES: The incident involved a bull shark, six to seven feet in length. 
 
SOURCES: Max Briggs; sharksurvivors.com 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Christofer Johansson, GSAF 
 
 

© Global Shark Accident File, 2008. All rights reserved. This report may not be abridged or 
reproduced in any form without written permission of the Global Shark Accident File. 


