
ACTIVITY: Surfing 
CASE: GSAF 2008.06.26.b 
DATE: Thursday June 26, 2008 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the 
Atlantic Ocean near the south jetty at New 
Smyrna Beach, Volusia County, Florida, USA. 
29°N, 81°W  
 
NAME: Unknown 
DESCRIPTION: He is a 29-year-old male. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: The sky was most cloudy all day, 
with rain and thunderstorms from 15h30 to 
17h00. 
MOON PHASE:  Last Quarter, June 26, 2008 
SEA CONDITIONS: For the first time in 
weeks, the waves were good. But the water 
was murky.  
ENVIRONMENT: "The surfers have just been 
sitting looking at their boards," said Captain 
Scott Petersohn of the Volusia County Beach 
Patrol. "This is the perfect recipe for a shark bite -- lots of surfers and murky water at Ponce 
Inlet." 
TIME: Afternoon 
 
NARRATIVE: "The surfer was sitting on his board with his feet dangling in the water when 
he was bitten," Beach Patrol Capt. Scott Petersohn said. 
 
FIRST AID: He came ashore and was given first aid by a lifeguard, and it is unlikely the 
surfer will even need stitches, Petersohn said. He then drove himself north to the 
Jacksonville area where he lives. 
 
SPECIES: Not identified 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Captain Scott Petersohn 
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Pictured: The amazing moment a 6ft shark leaps from the water as surfers paddle just yards 
away 
July 14, 2008 
 

A photographer has told of the moment he 
snapped a 6ft shark leaping out of the water 
just yards from a pair of surfers off a beach 
known as 'the bite capital of the world'.  
 

Kem McNair was taking photographs people 
enjoying the waves at New Smyrna Beach 
on Florida's Atlantic coast when he noticed 
something strange in the background. 
 

When Mr McNair looked at his camera's 
display he noticed three amazing frames 
showing a spinner shark leaping clear of the 
water. 
 

He said: "It was around 1pm and I had just 
come in from surfing, grabbed my camera 
and walked to the water line with my friend 
Skipper Eppelin, I saw something in the 
background and I thought, 'What was that?", 
he described. "I looked at the display on my 
camera and there it was - a spinner shark. 
This whole event happened in half a second 
- it was so quick.”  
 

The shark's entire body leapt clear of the 
waves, twisted and disappeared next to two 
unaware surfers. 
 

A total of 12 people have been bitten by 
sharks off the beach, which lies south of 
Daytona, this year. 
 

'These sharks are very very common in 
these waters but I have never captured 
pictures like these,' says Kem, who has 
been taking photographs at the beach for 
the past 40 years. 'We see them all the time 
- if you ride a wave and the water is clear 
you may see two or three sharks in the 
length of one ride, and we see them jump 
numerous times a day.” He added: '“he 
surfers in these pictures never saw this 
shark at all. The guy in the background may 
have heard the splash but he took off 
paddling away from the shark in a hurry! I 
think probably 10 or 15 people on the beach saw it, and they were amazed although it happens 
quite often. 'But not everyone has a photo of the event like this that's for sure.' 
 

SOURCE: Mailonline.com, http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1034882/Pictured-
The-amazing-moment-6ft-shark-leaps-water-surfers-paddle-just-yards-away.html 

The shark leaps out of the water  
as two surfers catch a wave  

The surfers have no idea the 6ft shark  
is right behind them  
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