
ACTIVITY: Surfing / sitting in the water 
CASE: GSAF 2008.05.26 
DATE: Monday May 26, 2008 
LOCATION: The incident took place in the Atlantic Ocean at Hammocks Beach State Park 
on Bear Island, Onslow County, North Carolina, USA. 
 
NAME: William Travis Early 
DESCRIPTION: He is a nine-year-old male from Wilmington. He was wearing blue and 
white swimming trunks. He wore no jewelry and had no injuries prior to the accident. 
SURFBOARD: A short trifin board 4.5 to 5-feet in length. The upper surface was white with 
a strip of blue down the middle of the  board. The undersurface was white and the fins were 
gray. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WEATHER: At 15h54, Cherry Point recorded scattered clouds and visibility of 10 miles 
[16.1 km]. The air temperature was 77°F [25°C], dew point 53.1°F [11.7°C], humidity 43%, 
sea level pressure 30.10 inches [1019.1 hPa], and wind direction was South at 15 mph 
[24.1 km/h] with gusts to 20.7 mph [33.3 km/h].  
MOON PHASE: Last Quarter, May 27, 2008 
SEA CONDITIONS: The sea was emerald green with two– to three-foot swells. Underwater 
visibility was two feet and the water temperature was 67ºF, measured. High tide was at 
12h41.  
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ENVIRONMENT: Bear Island is a 892 acre barrier island that is part of Hammocks Beach 
State Park. Bouge Inlet (channel) is a mile east from the location the boy was bitten but at 
the incident site the sea bottom is sandy and relatively flat. There are no rocks or piers in 
the immediate area. The incident took place approximately 300 yards east of the bath 
houses, in front of campsite number 3. The beach in front of the bath houses is the park’s 
designated swimming area. The boy was not in the designated swimming area.  
DISTANCE FROM SHORE: Seven to eight yards.  
DEPTH OF WATER: Two feet 
TIME: 15h50 

 
NARRATIVE: Travis was alone in the water. He had just finished riding a wave inshore. He 
had fallen off his board and was sitting in the water, facing shoreward, when something 
grabbed his left arm. Travis’ 12-year-old brother noticed his younger brother was in trouble 
in the water and went to his aid. As he approached Travis, the older brother noticed fins in 
the water near his brother. Travis was taken from the water by a family member and 
brought back to the beach. 
 
INJURY: Officials believe there were at lest two bites. Paul Donnelly. the park’s 
superintendent, says there was one severe bite on Travis’ left bicep, and several smaller 
lacerations on the boy’s left forearm: “The bicep injury could be from a shark’s upper jaw 
teeth, and the lacerations to the forearm could be from a shark’s lower jaw teeth.” 
 
FIRST AID / TREATMENT: Travls’ left arm was wrapped in a towel by his mother, and an 
on duty lifeguard applied pressure to the wound and had the boy raise his arm. A park 
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ranger arrived with an EMT bag, but the 
mother did not want the ranger to use it 
because she believed the wound was “really 
bad”. Rangers prepared Travis for transport 
by boat to the mainland. On reaching the 
mainland, he was transported by ambulance 
to New Hanover Regional Medical Center at 
2131 South 17th Street, Wilmington, North 
Carolina, arriving there two hours after the 
accident. 
 
SPECIES: After the incident, Hammocks 
Beach State Park Superintendent Paul 
Donnelly contacted North Carolina Marine 
Fisheries and requested a pilot fly over the 
area to check the waters for any unusual 
marine life activity. The pilot did not see 
anything unusual. He did see a shark about 
three to four feet in length near Bogue’s Inlet 
which is about a mile east of the attack site, 
but the pilot said that was nothing out of the 
ordinary. According to a comment posted on the WITN-TV site, a man named “Randy” 
claimed that he “was at Bear Island Monday” May 26, 2008 the day of the bite “and saw a 
four-foot shark in knee deep water in the same area where the accident took place (see 
attachments to this file). It was about 1:30 pm.” According to Mr. Donnelly, the day before 
the attack, there was a fishing tournament in the area where the bite occurred. There were 
a lot of bluefish in the area that day. So far, shark involvement in this case has not been 
confirmed; although both a bluefish and a shark are suspected, the accident most likely 
involved a shark. 
 
SOURCES: http://www.witntv.com/home/headlines/19277564.html#, et. al 
 
CASE INVESTIGATOR: Clay Creswell, GSAF 
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